
 

Northbridge Tennis Club. Lower Bligh Street, Northbridge NSW 2063 

NORTHBRIDGE TENNIS CLUB 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

2016 
 
I am very pleased to present the 2016 Presidents Report for Northbridge Tennis Club 
(NTC) in the 90th year of our Club.   
 
The year started with the announcement that Gordon Waygood was one of the 4 winners 
of the Tennis NSW / APIA International Legends Award. It was for people who had done 
a tremendous amount of work for their club and for tennis in general. Gordon was the 
only winner from Sydney. It was a great prize with 2 nights stay in the luxurious Pullman 
Hotel in the city (with partner); Centre Court tickets for 2 days at the APIA International at 
Homebush, including Finals Day; play tennis on the courts; meet some of the tennis 
legends and receive A$2,000 for your club, which we have used to purchase a ball 
machine.  Gordon was also rewarded for the great year he has had on the tennis court 
with selection into the Australian Team (Men’s 75’s Team) in the Tennis Super Seniors 
World Championships in Croatia.  Graeme Sticka also was honoured with representing 
Australia in the Men’s 65’s Team. 

Many of the NTC members are now regulars in the Tennis Seniors events around the 
country and occasionally overseas achieving some great results.  Closer to home, in 
February, we had our annual match against Eglington Tennis Club in Bathurst.  As 
always, they provided great hospitality and some very competitive tennis.  The outcome 
amazingly was a draw, equal on sets, so it went down to games, which also were equal 
at 166 games each, so we shared the new perpetual trophy.  They kept the trophy for the 
first 6 months and then Roger Giles (a member of both clubs) brought it back to us, 
presenting it to the Club at the 90th Anniversary Dinner in October.  We will be hosting 
ETC at Northbridge in Feb / Mar, 2017.  I will let you know the date nearer the time. 

The Club Championships, under Bob Lemon’s leadership was again a great success with 
John Bruce continuing as our Open Singles Champion for the 10th successive year, 
moving him one step closer towards Ray Holland’s record (11).   
 
The highlight of the year was the NTC 90th Anniversary Dinner at Pymble Golf Club on 8th 
October.  We had given the task of organising the event to Peter English, who had 
successfully organised the 75th Anniversary Dinner.  Peter quickly recruited Peter Gavan, 
Winton Gibson and Glen Watts to help and it proved to be a master stroke. It was a truly 
memorable evening with great food, great location, great memories, a great band and a 
fabulous MC in Barry Shaw.  Our special guests included Steve Healy (President of 
Tennis Australia) and his wife, Kathy; Neil Harvey (Cricketing Legend who was also 
celebrating his 88th Birthday that night) and Ron Heinrich (President of Killara Lawn 
Tennis Club who had celebrated their 100th Anniversary 3 years ago) and his wife Jeanie 
all of whom made a point of saying how much they enjoyed the evening. 
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On the night I announced two new annual awards and this year’s winner of the Bruce 
Reid Trophy for the ‘Most Improved Player’.  The nominees and winners were as follows: 
 

 The ‘President’s Award’ – Annual award for the ‘Club Member of the Year’.  This 
is open to all categories of membership.  It is for members who do so much for the 
Club.  The nominees were: 

o Rohan Allison, Peter Gavan, Winton Gibson, Bob Lemon, Bill Norton and 
Gordon Waygood and the winner was Bill Norton. 

 

 The ‘Ray Holland Players Trophy’ – for any player who has won 10 or more 
events in the Club Championships (e.g. Open Singles / Doubles, Vets Singles / 
Doubles, Handicap Singles / Doubles and the Grand Master Singles).  This will be 
announced on Club Finals Day each year if we have any new inductees and 
presented by Ray Holland.  In our 90 year history, 14 players have reached this 
milestone, of which 9 were there on the night to receive a framed certificate.  All of 
their names will go on the trophy. 

 
o 11 wins = Tony Dupont-Brown, Geoff McLennan and Justin Wood 
o 12 = Arthur Kent 
o 13 = Rod Thomas and Serge Benhayon 
o 14 = Dave Livingstone and Roger Giles 
o 15 = Greg McLennan 
o 18 = Richard Eaton 
o 20 = John Bruce 
o 21 = Barry Shaw 
o 23 = Alistaire McGuiness 
o 24 = Ray Holland 

 

 The Bruce Reid Trophy for the ‘Most Improved Player’.  The nominees were: 
o Stephen Colagiuri, Warren Day, David Nguyen, Owan Ratsoongneon, Glen 

Watts, Justin Wood and the winner was Stephen Colagiuri. 
 
I also had the pleasure of announcing that Winton Gibson is our new Vice President of 
the Club.  
 
The low points of the year were the passing of two of our members; Bryan Stephenson in 
May and Kevin Nathaniel in November.  Both were dear members of the Club and both 
will be truly missed. 
 
So often our Club gets praised by visitors for the way it looks.  This is almost entirely due 
to our Club Curator, Tony Dupont-Brown (and the occasional Working Bee) who 
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continues to do a fabulous job in maintaining the Club facilities and helping out wherever 
needed.  We are very fortunate to have him.   
 
The financial stability and sustainability of the Club is in good shape with cash reserves 
up to $103,988 ($87,293 in 2015) and an Operating Profit of A$2,281 ($4,517 in 2015). 
The Club continues to be well run which enables us to fund improvements to the facilities 
and support Club events.  The detail of this will be covered by Justin Wood, our 
Treasurer, in his Financial Report.   
   
 
Membership 
 
At the time of completing this report, our membership numbers stand at 87.  With a 
number of our more senior members not spending as much time on court these days, we 
can afford to target some additional new members.  Our ‘Club Articles’ (Constitution) 
states that we should stay below 100, which we will be doing for the foreseeable future.  
Any new applications will be, as always, by invitation only and managed through the 
Selection Committee (Gordon Waygood, Bob Lemon and John Richardson).   
 
Current membership is comprised as follows:   
 
Life 6 
Ordinary 51 
Associate 20 
Country 4 
Social 6 
 
 
Capital Works & Maintenance Team Report 
 
The Works Team (Justin Wood & Gordon Waygood) have been involved in a number of 
projects this year.  They include the following:     

COMPLETED -  

a) Working Bee - Tree pruning and removal of vegetation on driveway together with 
general garden upkeep around the site was done on 19th June, with the tremendous 
support of many of our members. Thanks to all of you who gave so freely of your time 
that day. 

WORK IN PROGRESS -  



 

Northbridge Tennis Club. Lower Bligh Street, Northbridge NSW 2063 

a) Driveway Entrance - To improve the sub-standard entrance we contracted to have the 
driveway levelled, top dressed, grassed with buffalo variety and install garden beds along 
both sides of the driveway and remove the gates. This has now been completed. It only 
remains for a pathway to be laid with pavers from the end of the existing path to the front 
paved driveway and for plants to be placed in the garden. Target completion is Dec.'16’. 

b) Square SE corner of Court 3 - We are currently sub-contracting with different trades to 
square the chamfer at the SE corner of court 3 prior to replacing the old court fence. This 
involves clearing the tree stumps, vegetation, soil and jack hammering rock surface to a 
right angle. After completion of this stage, a triangular reinforced concrete base to marry 
up with the existing base will be poured. Next a "U" drain will surround the new base and 
a temporary synthetic grass court surface will be laid over this new work. Target 
completion is Jan '17’. 

c) Court 3 Fence – Replace the existing fence including a new double gate at the NE 
corner, employing all new materials gates and posts.  Target completion is Jan/Feb '17’.   

d) Re-routing Overhead Electric Wires across Court 3 - Re-routing of the overhead 
lines so they do not cross the court. Target completion is Jan/Feb '17’. 

e) Replace surface on Court 1 - The surface of this court is considered by the NTC Board 
(as well as some other members) to be badly worn and slippery in places.  Therefore, it is 
intended to replace it before court 3 as originally planned. Target completion is mid-year 
2017.   

For the future, we are examining options/applicability to include a "hitting wall" --noise 
considerations etc.as well as suitable space, as well as a new space for the coaches’ 
room. Additionally we are looking at developing the large area between Courts 1 & 2 to 
make it more user-friendly and appealing. 

 
Gordon Waygood (on behalf of the Works & Maintenance Team) 
 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Tennis 
 
Wednesday tennis continues to be in healthy shape with strong attendances averaging 
just above the 20 mark throughout the afternoon.  Several of us play and stay late into 
the afternoon to enjoy some great camaraderie around a beer or glass of wine.  This is 
especially pleasant at this time of the year and will be throughout the summer.  Also, 
playing late provides the best playing conditions.  Some of you who leave earlier in the 
afternoon might like to think about staying around later, or perhaps some members who 
don’t normally get to play on a Wednesday could come down towards the end of the 
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afternoon to enjoy a set and/or a drink.  Staying there a little later also has the added 
benefit of avoiding the worst of the traffic on the way home. 
 
We had a great turnout at the social dinner earlier in the year at Bella Blue in Lindfield 
and will aim to do something similar again next year, not necessarily at the same 
location. Our Wednesday Christmas Party afternoon this year will be on 14th Dec with all 
members being welcome.  We just ask that you advise Peter Gavan or Glen Watts and 
contribute $5.  Please let them know by Wed 7th Dec so we can cater accordingly. We 
usually get several of our past members along to the Christmas Party and we are hoping 
that Ian Lloyd will be amongst them again this year, despite losing one of his best friends, 
and past member, Kevin Nathaniel this month.  Ian turns 90, as old as the club, on 16th 
Dec so we can celebrate a wonderful milestone with him. 
 
There has been our typical rollcall of medical timeouts this year, but almost everyone is 
back on the court again.  Mr Pyke is taking his time though and it would be nice to see 
him get back at some point in the near future.  We are also hopeful of seeing Brian 
Hadden play again once his family duties allow. 
 
I hope you all enjoy good health on and off the court over the coming year and I thank 
you for being a great bunch of blokes to play and socialise with.  Happy Xmas to all and 
have a great New Year. 
 
Winton Gibson (Wednesday Court Captain) 
 
 
Club Championships 
 
Another great Club Championships with Bob Lemon guiding us through the tournament.  
We had some great matches across all of the events and Finals Day provided a number 
of them.  Our Champions and Runners Up for 2016 were: 
 

Event Winner Runner Up 

Open Singles John Bruce Owan Ratsoongnoen 

Open Doubles John Bruce & Justin Wood Richard Eaton & Clive 
Wilkinson 

Veterans Singles Justin Wood  Robert Hanbury-Brown 

Veterans Doubles Robin Hutchens & Justin Wood Peter Gavan & Clive Wilkinson 

Grandmaster Singles John Butler Paul Cohen 

Handicap Singles David Nguyen Bob Lemon  

Handicap Doubles Rohan Allison & Stephen 
Colagiuri 

Paul Cohen & Peter Gavan 
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Conclusion 
 
All aspects of the Club are in very good shape.  Financially, we are able to meet current 
and future known requirements, the standard of the tennis has never been higher and the 
camaraderie amongst the members continues to make this Club unique.   
 
We are managing the Club with both our short and long term goals in mind through our 
Business Planning process, but always with the Club’s core values and beliefs at the 
heart of our decision making.  Our commitment to transparency and open communication 
will continue to ensure that all members of the Club are kept informed of the discussions 
that are had and the decisions that are made. 
 
I would like to thank my fellow committee members for the tremendous job they have 
done this year in managing the Club.  It is an absolute pleasure working with Winton 
Gibson (recently appointed Vice President), Justin Wood (Treasurer), Rohan Allison 
(Secretary), John Bruce (Director), Ray Holland (Director) and Gordon Waygood 
(Director). They are all standing for re-election at the AGM on 10th December, 2016. If 
additional members would like to be considered, your nominations will be gratefully 
received.  Please let us have those nominations 7 days prior to the AGM. 
 
Following the AGM we will have our customary NTC Christmas Party to celebrate 
another great year at the Club.  I would like to wish all of you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
My best regards.   
 

 
 
Clive Wilkinson - President, Northbridge Tennis Club 


