
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I announced at the AGM in December that I had 

secretly entered Gordon Waygood into the Tennis 

NSW / APIA International Legends Competition.  It 

was for people who had done a tremendous 

amount of work for their club and for tennis in 

general.  There were to be 4 winners from all over 

NSW and I was very pleased to announce that 

Gordon was one of them!  Gordon was the only 

winner from Sydney as the others were from Or-

ange, Coffs Harbour and Kendell (near Port Mac-

quarie). It was a great prize with 2 nights stay in 

the luxurious Pullman Hotel in the city (with part-

ner); Centre Court tickets for 2 days at the APIA 

International at Homebush, including Finals Day; 

meet and eat with the Tennis Legends; play tennis 

on the courts and many other things including  

A$2,000 for NTC for facilities improvements. 

Gordon invited Winton Gibson on the Friday and 

Barry Shaw on the Saturday, before he headed off 

to Shepparton on the Sunday to play in the Aus-

tralian Seniors Championships.  They were taken 

to Homebush from the hotel in the city where they 

met the other winners.  They then went onto court 

to play some tennis with a full set of ball 

kids!  Winton said, “That was an interesting experi-

ence as it was quite hard to stop going to pick up 

the balls after a point!”  After the match, they had 

a tour of the facilities including the player’s tunnel 

onto Centre Court.  They then joined the APIA hos-

pitality tent for drinks and eats whilst listening to 

four legends being interviewed (Henri Leconte, 

Mark Philippoussis, Martina Navratilova & Arancha 

Sanchez-Vicario), who subsequently played a Leg-

ends Mixed Doubles on the Centre Court before 

the Women’s Singles Final.  

They also got to spend time with Stephen Healy 

(Tennis Australia President) and Harry Beck & 

Wayne Pascoe from Tennis NSW.  They were given 

fabulous seats on Centre Court for the night 

matches where they were given more drinks, seat 

cushions etc. which ended a great day.  The same 

thing happened the next day with Barry. 

Gordon was interviewed (pictured below) as one of 

the winners and was then asked to represent the 

four winners to deliver an appreciation speech to 

the organisers which was well received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done Gordon, thoroughly deserved and thank 

you for all that you have done for Northbridge Ten-

nis Club and for seniors tennis. 

‘ G O R D O N  W A Y G O O D  W I N S  T H E  T O P  P R I Z E ’    
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F O R :  

 

• NSTA Championships 

at Talus Street: 7/2—

20/3 

• North Shore Open at 

Talus Street: 24/3—

28/3 

• ITF Oceania Reg. 

Championships at 

Kooyong: 11/3—14/3 

• ACT Seniors Champi-

onships: 25/3—28/3 

• Gloucester Seniors: 

23/4—25/4 

 



This year’s Australian Seniors Championships were played on the 

grass courts of Shepparton in Victoria.  It was a great venue for a 

fabulous event with 24 grass courts at the Shepparton Lawn Tennis 

Club (below) and an additional 32 grass courts at the nearby 

Mooroopna Tennis Club and adjacent cricket oval.  The oval was set 

up and marked out for 15 grass courts.  It looked great, but the 

bounce was somewhat unpredictable causing the smarter and more 

mobile players to take everything on the volley! …..  And I mean every-

thing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always the event is run over 2 weeks.  600 people arrived for the 

Teams Event in the first week and about 500 stayed on to play in the 

Individual Championships.  The tournament had recently been up-

graded to an ITF ’A’ event, which meant that more points could be 

won, so it attracted a lot of very good players, some from as far away 

as the UK and Canada.  There were about 15 current World Champi-

ons competing and about 30 players who had played in a Grand Slam 

event in the past.  All still playing great tennis and enjoying the com-

pletion.  Players like Lorne Main from Canada, who was in the Canadi-

an Davis Cup team back in the 1950’s. He had great stories to tell 

about when he played against the likes of Lew Hoad, Rod Laver and 

Ken Rosewall.  He has been World Champion in every age category 

since he was 35 years old, winning more World Championships than 

anyone else.  He is now 85, adding the Shepparton Men’s 85 Singles 

title to his list of achievements.  Similarly in the ladies, Carol 

Campling has won many World Championships, this year winning the 

Women’s 70 Singles title in Shepparton against Margaret Harris.  

Amazingly, they both played at Wimbledon together and in the Aus-

tralian Open when they were 18 years old!  Carol reached the last 16 

in the Ladies Doubles at Wimbledon and the Quarter Finals of the 

Australian Open in the same event, both with her sister.  Her sister 

went on to win 4 Grand Slam Doubles Titles and is currently ranked 

#1 in the World in the >70’s, residing in France. 

In amongst these great players were the 9 members of NTC, many of 

whom played both the Teams and Individual events to varying de-

grees of success.  They included Yannick Aubree, Mick Dunn, Ian 

Fisher, Peter Musgrove, Owan Ratsoongnoen, Ken Solomons, Grae-

me Sticka, Gordon Waygood and myself, Clive Wilkinson. 

Yannick had a tough first round draw in the singles with Pat Maloney 

narrowly losing in two, but played well.  Mick Dunn, one of our Country 

Members, is a great supporter of Seniors Tennis, playing many of the 

tournaments around the country.  He was unable to stay for the Indi-

vidual Championships, but did well in the Teams event with Ken Solo-

mons in the 60’s Team.  Ian Fisher and Bev were in the Mixed Round 

Robin, winning two matches, but lost to the eventual winners, Henry 

Michael & Carol Campling.  Ian also played with Arthur Olsen in the 

75 Doubles, losing in the QF.  Peter Musgrove, another of our Country 

Members, got a late call to partner Bob Hall in the Doubles.  They got 

through the first round, but lost their next match.  Owan, playing in the 

50’s Singles, survived a tough first round match winning in the 3rd set 

Tie Breaker, then picked up one of the top seeds in the next round.  

He had a great first set narrowly losing 7-5, but the second set ran 

away from him losing it 6-1. 

Ken Solomons and Graeme Sticka both played in the Teams Event as 

well as the Individual Championships.  Ken got through the first round 

in the singles with a good win, but met Rodney Wurtz in the second 

round, who is a superb player.  Unfortunately in the QF of the 60’s 

Men’s Doubles he had to pull out with an elbow injury in the 3rd set.  

Graeme, whose game is really suited to the grass with his tight drop 

shots and slice backhand entered the 65 Singles, Doubles and Mixed 

where he reached the quarter finals in each event, in addition to play-

ing in the NSW 65’s Team the previous week, where they came sec-

ond.  Gordon, still recovering from his operation managed to get 

through his first round singles, but lost to Maurie Broom in the next 

round.  Maurie is a very good player having represented Australia in 

the World Championships on many occasions in recent years.  In the 

75 Doubles, Gordon went out to the #1 seeds. 

My own personal journey started with the Teams Event where we 

came 3rd behind WA and QLD in the 55’s.  With the individual event, I 

had the initial delight on seeing the 55 Singles draw that showed that I 

had not drawn a seed in the 1st round, which seemed really good news 

until Graeme Sticka said to me, “Do you remember that guy I spoke to 

you about that only plays the Kooyong Tournament, so has very few 

points, but has won it the last four years?”, to which I replied, 

“Yes!” (My stomach starting to churn at what I knew was coming 

next!). “Well you’ve got him in the 1st round!”  His name was Chris 

Straford.  He turned out to be a very nice guy and an even better ten-

nis player dispatching me fairly easily, followed by Bruce Ferguson (#1 

seed) and Eddie Myers (#3 seed) to reach the final.  He was 4-2 up in 

the final against Mike Ford (#2 seed) before rain stopped play.  That 

put me in the Consolation Event (first round losers!!), where I got to 

the final losing the 2nd set Tie Breaker 19-17 having lost the first set 6-

2 to Reg Baxter.  In the 55 Doubles I also went out in the first round to 

the #2 seeds and eventual winners, Eddie Myers and Roger Grant. 

One of the best players in the tournament was Glen Busby, the resi-

dent coach at Kooyong.  He was the World Champion in the 55’s, 

before moving into the 60’s this year.  Glen played in the Australian 

Open when he was younger, but said to me that he was enjoying his 

tennis more now than at any time in his career.  The fact that he now 

beats everyone may have something to do with that, but it did say a lot 

for Seniors Tennis! 

The weather can almost make or break a tournament and for us it was 

hot, but kind, with almost no rain throughout the fortnight. However,  

the temperatures did top 43 degrees on the first Wednesday!  For 

most, play had to stop when the temperature reached ‘38’ degrees, 

although the Super-Seniors came off court when it hit ‘36’.  It was 

warm, but with the softness of the grass underfoot, it wasn’t too diffi-

cult to cope with. 

The whole event was so well organised by Tennis Seniors Australia 

and Shepparton Lawn Tennis Club, from the Opening Ceremony to the 

BBQ’s, to the facilities, to the administration.  It was worth the 8 hour 

drive to get to and I really encourage other NTC players to consider it 

next year in Adelaide.  Well done to all of the NTC players who compet-

ed.  It is all about competing, not winning…….. Until you win, then it’s 

all about winning!!! 
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