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Minutes of the 89

th
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
of 
 

Northbridge Tennis Club 
[ACN:  000 050 402] 

 
held on 

 
Saturday, 12th December 2015 

 
commencing 3:00pm 

 
at  
 

44 Lower Bligh Street, Northbridge NSW 2063 
 
1  Quorum: 

 
Given that a quorum of Members was present, the Chairman declared open the 89

th
 Annual 

General Meeting. 
 
Life and Ordinary Members present at the Meeting had signed the Attendance Register. 
 
No Proxies had been received by the due date by the Secretary. 
 

2  Apologies: 
 
An apology was received / noted from 11 Life and Ordinary Members: 

Rohan Allison, Hugh Barry, Marcus Burns, Paul Cohen, Stephen Colagiuri, John Coverley, 
Warren Day, Craig Dolman, Ian Fisher, Bruce McLennan, Bryan Stephenson and Geoff 
McLennan.  

 
Other member categories who had advised an apology: 
       Harvey Crapp, Jochem Van Doorn and Murray Hawkins. 
 
The Meeting noted that Ray Gittins, Annual Review Reviewer had advised his inability to attend. 
 

3  In Attendance: 
 
Members in attendance totalled 26, comprising: 

• Life      –   4 
• Ordinary   –  22 

 
In addition, Brian Hadden (Associate Member) attended as an observer. 
 

4  Minutes of 2014 AGM: 
 

  Following an appropriate move (Stuart Gleeson) and second (Winton Gibson) from the floor, it was 
resolved that the Minutes of the 2014 AGM, which had been included in the distributed 2015 AGM 
Pack to all Members, be approved. There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
 

5  President’s Report: 
 
The President’s Report 2015, was presented. A copy of the President’s Report had been 
distributed to all Members in advance of the AGM. The President then spoke to his report and 
proceeded to outline the Board’s direction in 2016. Further, the Chairman thanked the members of 
the Board and the sub-committee, Selection Committee, and the Curator – Tony Dupont-Brown, 
for their services performed for the benefit of the Club and its Members. 
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Other areas that were discussed: 

1. Failure to secure a NSW grant and the implications for the replacement of Court 3, which 
will now start in 2017 instead of 2016. 

2. The ongoing success of the Club’s coaching arrangements, with the number of 
participants at an all-time high at 150 in the winter and 195 in the summer. 

3. The expectation that afternoon tea expenses will be not able to be claimed in future.     
 
Following an appropriate move (John Richardson) and second (Dick Lewis) from the floor, it was 
resolved that the President’s Report 2015 be accepted. The Meeting expressed appreciation to 
Clive Wilkinson for his leadership and stewardship of the Club. 
 

6  Financial Report 2015: 
 
The Financial Report for the year ended 30 September 2015 was presented. A copy of the 
Financial Report 2015 and associated documents, including the Annual Reviewer Report was 
distributed to all Members in advance of the AGM.  
 
The Treasurer, Justin Wood, briefed Members present on the results for the 2014-15 year, the 
Board’s stewardship and governance over all aspects of financial activity and the Budget and Cash 
Position and projections for 2016 and 2017.  
 
The attention of Members was drawn to following: 

� the Financial Reports were prepared and presented in a consistent approach, format and 
with increased transparency;  

� in 2011 the Club moved to reduce compliant statutory reporting and away from a 
Registered Auditor to an independent Annual Review & Report by Mr Ray Gittins – no 
issues or concerns were reported as a result of Mr Gittins review of the 2015 Financial 
Reports;  

� the year on year profits continue to be consistent and in line with the expectations set out 
in the Business Plan;   

� the failure to secure a NSW grant was tabled. The expectation is now that the replacement 
of Court 3 surface, including net posts, fence and chamfering of NE corner of the court will 
be scheduled for 2017, as opposed to 2016;   

� as the Club proposes to increase capital expenditure in 2016 and into 2017, it will continue 
to derive the benefit of GST registration.  
 

No questions on the financial report were raised at the meeting.  
 
Following an appropriate move (Tony Brown) and second (Winton Gibson) from the floor, it was 
resolved that the Financial Report 2015, associated documents, and the Annual Reviewer Report, 
be accepted and approved.  
 
The Meeting resolved to accept and endorse both the previously distributed Budget 2015-16 and 
the Cash Position 2015-16. 
 
The Members present thanked Justin Wood for his presentation and expressed appreciation for 
the diligence and contribution made to the Club. 
 

7  
 

Election of Office Bearers: 

  Pursuant to the Club’s Memorandum and Articles of Association, and based on the receipt of 
Nomination to Committee submissions for the seven vacant positions, the seven member 
nominees were automatically appointed as Directors.  
 
Following an appropriate move (Barry Shaw) and second (Peter English) from the floor, the 
Members present confirmed the election of the President. 
 
President:                                 Clive Wilkinson (Chairman & Director) 
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A second move(John Freak) and second (Stuart Gleeson) the following as Directors and to 
nominated Office Bearer positions for the year 2015–2016: 
 
Vice-President:                         tba 
 
Treasurer / Public Officer:        Justin Wood 
 
Secretary:                                 Rohan Allison 
 
Directors:                                 John Bruce, Winton Gibson, Ray Holland and  
                                                Gordon Waygood. 
 
Selectors:                                Gordon Waygood (Chairman), John Richardson,  
                                                Bob Lemon and Tony Vaccher.                  
 
On behalf of the Members present Clive Wilkinson thanked the Directors for their stewardship and 
management of the Club. 
 

8  Appointment of an Annual Review Reviewer: 
 

  Following an appropriate move (John Richardson) and second (Justin Wood) from the floor, the 
Meeting confirmed the continuing appointment of Ray Gittins, Chartered Accountant, as the Club’s 
independent Annual Review Reviewer. The purpose of the appointment being to undertake a 
review of the NTC Financial Report and associated statutory information and documents, and 
issue an Annual Review & Report for the ensuing 2015-16 financial year. Justin Wood informed 
the meeting that Mr Gittins had advised that his fee for services in 2015-16 would continue to be 
$600 (excluding GST). 
 
The Members present unanimously agreed to have the minutes record their thanks for the services 
performed by Mr Gittins.    
 

9  Bruce Reid Trophy: 
 
Gordon Waygood spoke about Bruce Reid, and the trophy in his name for the ‘Most Improved’ 
player. Gordon spoke of Bruce and the person he was from notes prepared by Barry Shaw. 
Gordon also spoke about the selection process for the award.  He advised that the Committee had 
reached a unanimous decision on the worthy winner.  
 
The 2015 recipient of the award of the Bruce Reid Trophy was Paul Cohen. Winton Gibson 
accepted the award on behalf of Paul Cohen, who is currently overseas in Thailand. 
 
Owan Ratsoongnoen, the 2014 trophy winner, read a prepared response from Paul Cohen 
thanking the Club for the award. 

   
10  General Business: 

 
Business & Development Plan 2015-16 
The President advised the Meeting that the Business & Development Plan (B&DP) for 2015-16 
had been prepared and distributed to all members. There was an appropriate move (Stuart 
Gleeson) and second (Winton Gibson) and the meeting resolved to approve the B&DP for  
2015-16.  
 
Club Bar Area 
The President reminded Members that they must securely close the bar fidge-chest door latch 
after opening  and ensure the correct money is placed into the Honour Bar Tin when drinks are 
removed.  This is often not the case as the tin is consistently short, to the level of $500 per annum. 
 
Area between Courts 1 & 2 
The President asked for ideas to be forwarded to himself or the Committee for improvement to this 
area. 
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Afternoon Tea – Saturday 
The President advised that the Board, with effect from 1

st
 January 2016, had decided to align with 

the practice carried out by the Wednesday Group that expenditure by Members in providing 
Saturday afternoon tea would be no longer reimbursed from Club funds, but will be considered as 
a ‘donation’. 
 
Eglinton Tennis Club, Bathurst 
The President advised a return visit to Eglinton has been scheduled for the weekend of 27 & 28 
February 2016.  Details of this event will be soon emailed to the members. 
 
Northbridge Bowling Club Grounds 
Barry Shaw mentioned that Willoughby City Council (WCC) had previously approached the Club to 
gauge interest in moving the Club to the bowling greens on the other side of Kameruka Rd. At the 
time it was rejected unanimously by Club Members. Further, Barry Shaw said it would seem that 
the WCC is again looking for potential organisations to use this area. The meeting took this 
information as interest only as the Club has not received any official approach or documentation 
from the WCC, and it would seem unlikely that the NTC Members would agree to such a move. 
 
New Internal Tennis Competition in 2016 
The Chairman asked John Bruce to outline an initiative, which continues to be developed and 
refined, to introduce a monthly Internal Tennis Competition in early 2016. The initiative aims to 
provide members with an incentive to improve their ranking and tennis performance. The feedback 
from the Members present was positive, although a concern of scheduling against NSTA 
competitions was mentioned. The next steps to be developed will include a club ladder and 
scheduling of dates.  Once finalised, John Bruce advised that Members will be advised of the 
details of the competition once the initiative had been finalised.  
 
Gradings  
As a follow on from the new competition discussion, the issue of player grading was raised. There 
were a number of ideas, but the meeting decided to continue with Club gradings along the A1, A2, 
A3, A4 format. With a club ladder imminent these grading will help in this process and aid seeding 
for the Club Championships.  
 
Club Champs Veteran Section 
The format of this event was discussed with agreement by Members to move to the new format 
proposed by the Selection Committee.   
 
APIA International 50’s Legends Award 
The Chairman informed the Members present that he had entered Gordon Waygood into this 
prestigious competition as a result of the tremendous work that he does for the Club and for tennis 
in general.  There were only 4 winners in NSW and Gordon Waygood was one of them.  The 
Members applauded the decision for the worthy winner.    
 
No other matters or issues were raised by Members. 
 

11  Close of Meeting: 
 
The Meeting concluded at 3.55 pm with the Chairman’s Christmas best wishes and an invitation to 
Members to participate in the Club’s Christmas festivities immediately post the AGM. 
 

   
 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairman of the Meeting: 

 
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG 

 C. R. Wilkinson 
 


