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2015 
 
I am very pleased to present the Presidents Report for Northbridge Tennis Club (NTC) 
for 2015. 2015 represents the 89th year of Northbridge Tennis Club and my 5th year as 
President.  Reflecting back on the mission statement that we developed in my first 
meeting as President, it is still as relevant today as it was then and it is how we manage 
the Club. 
 

“To continue to develop Northbridge Tennis Club by improving the facilities, the playing 
standard and the financial stability and sustainability of the Club, whilst maintaining our 

core values and beliefs.” 
 
In the last few months we have seen significant improvements to the Club facilities.  Under 
Gordon Waygood’s superb leadership the lower area of the clubhouse is now complete.  This 
has included new plumbing, a new shower, tiling, a new vanity unit, water heater, windows 
etc.  Also the spare WC and kitchen area have a fresh new look to them.  I would like to 
thank Gordon on behalf of the members for the time, effort and expertise that he has put in to 
do this.   
 
The playing standard continues to improve with new members joining, active participation in 
the NSTA Comp’s and the Tennis Seniors Events and social matches against other clubs.  
This year we hosted two clubs at NTC; Eglington Tennis Club from Bathurst and Neutral Bay 
Tennis Club.  Both were great days, enjoyed by all.  
 
The financial stability and sustainability of the Club is in good shape with cash reserves 
of $87,293 ($93,893 in 2014), a decrease of 7%. The Club is managed like a well-run 
business which enables us to fund improvements to the facilities and support Club 
events.  Occasionally we will look for financial assistance from either Tennis NSW or 
Willoughby Council in the form of grants.  We recently applied for a grant to help fund 
30% of the replacement of Court 3’s surface and fencing and the widening of the south 
east corner.  If the grant application is successful we will do the court work in January 
2016, if not, we will delay it until January 2017 to build up Club funds.  This will also 
include improvements to the driveway. 

We have controlled our costs very well over a number of years, but they have increased 
and will continue to do so with inflation.  Therefore the Club Committee decided that it is 
time to make nominal increases to the Annual Fees, Joining Fees and Court Hire 
Fees.  The last fee increase was 4 years ago on 1 October, 2011.  The new fee structure 
that was introduced from 1 October, 2015 is as follows: 
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• Annual Fees: ‘Ordinary Members’ $360 (was $340), ‘Associates Members’ $200 
(was $170), ‘Country Members’ $200 (was $170), and ‘Social Members’ are 
unchanged at $50.  Any playing member that is over 80 in the year (in any 
category) will be $50.  This included David Butler, Brian Hadden and Bill Norton 
from last year and Jim Watson (80 on 21/10/15) and John Thorp (80 on 29/11/15) 
for this year. 

• Joining Fees: This is partly for the new members to contribute towards 
established facilities paid for by the current members.  We also plan to bring on 
board approximately 5 new members next year as a number of our more senior 
players are spending less time on court these days.  The new Joining Fees are 
‘Ordinary Members’ $300 (was $250), ‘Associates Members’ $200 (was $125); 
‘Country Members’ $200 (was $125).  There will be no joining fees charged when 
a member moves from one category of membership to another (i.e. same as 
before).  

• Court Hire Fees for permanents and casuals are also increasing after being 
unchanged for 4 years. The court fees will increase from $15 to $18 for permanent 
hirers and from $20 to $22 for casual hirers.   

We all know that this is a unique Club, so maintaining our core values and beliefs are always 
front of mind when decisions are being made. The social events are always well supported, 
especially this year’s Annual Dinner with Neil Harvey, the last of Don Bradman’s ‘Invincibles’ 
as our guest speaker, was particularly memorable. I would like to pass on our thanks to Barry 
Shaw for stepping in to replace the irreplaceable Eric Swarbrick, our Master of Ceremonies 
due to Eric’s poor health. He and his family are never far from our thoughts.  We wish him 
well. Barry showed on the night why he was the natural choice to step in.  Eric, an ex-
President and very active member of the Club was synonymous with the Annual Dinner with 
his stories, his jokes and that dreadful purple velvet jacket he used to wear!  He also 
epitomised the Club and everything it stands for such as fun, fair play and a love of tennis. 
Also our thanks to Peter Gavan for doing a fantastic job organising the dinner for the last 
three year’s (in addition to being our resident photographer!).  He has passed the mantle on 
to Peter English who will have the task of organising the 90th Anniversary celebrations next 
year.   
 
The Club Champs under Bob Lemon’s leadership was a great success with John Bruce 
continuing as our Open Singles Champion for the 9th successive year.  Our NSTA Comp 
teams did very well and our player contribution to Seniors Events around Australia is as high, 
percentage wise, as any club in NSW.  
 
Our member’s health and wellbeing has always been important with appropriate safety 
measures being adopted around the Club and commensurate insurances.  However, we 
have taken it to the next level with the purchase of a defibrillator which is now located in the 
downstairs kitchen.  We had 14 members attend the associated St John training course.  
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As a result of the training, we took the following actions: 
 

• We purchased a defibrillator from St John for A$2,395 which include A$500 of 
medicals extras such as a comprehensive ‘First Aid Kit’, defibrillator masks etc.   

• We now have a ‘First Aid Book’ in the Clubhouse where we will log all first aid 
entries.   

• We have a list of the first aider’s names on the wall, so people know who to go to 
for assistance.  There is also be a ‘First Aid Procedures’ chart. 

• We have a number of the ‘First Aid’ manuals provided by St John around the 
Clubhouse for anyone to read. 

 
So often our Club gets praised by visitors for the way it looks and is maintained.  This is 
almost entirely due to our Club Curator, Tony Dupont-Brown who continues to do a 
fabulous job in maintaining the Club facilities and helping out wherever needed.  He is a 
tremendous asset to this Club in many different ways and we are very fortunate to have 
him.  I would also like to thank the Club Committee for the tremendous job that they do.  
It is an absolute pleasure working with Justin Wood (Treasurer), John Bruce (Director), 
Ray Holland (Director), John Richardson (Director), Gordon Waygood (Director) and 
Rohan Allison (Secretary).  With the exception of John Richardson, they are all standing 
for re-election at the AGM on 12th December, 2015. Winton Gibson has been nominated 
and proposed as a replacement Director.  
 
Coaching at the Club continues to grow through our resident coach, John Coverley.  For 
example, we now have over 160 kids signed up for the Hot Shots Program.  The current 
coaching contract has been extended to October, 2018. 
 
Lastly, Les Coppin, our longest serving member sadly passed away this year.  He was 95 
year’s old.  That mantle now passes on to Geoff McLennan who turned 90 earlier this year.  
Amazingly, Geoff joined the Club in 1940.   
 
A summary of the financials is as follows. 
 
Financial Report 
 
The detail of this will be covered by Justin Wood, our Treasurer.  The financial report is 
circulated separately, and has been sent to members by email and can be found in the 
Members Information section of the new NTC web site.  
 
Financial Reporting & Independent Annual Review 
 
The club has continued: 
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(a) to apply reduced reporting and auditing to the Australian Securities & Investments 
Commission, with unchanged reporting to members consistent with last year to 
ensure continued transparency; and 

(b) the independent Annual Review has been undertaken again by Ray Gittins, Chartered 
Accountant. The Annual Review Report is attached to the Club’s Financial Reports for 
the year ended 30 September 2015. 

 
NTC is exempt from company income tax. On 1 January 2014 the Club elected to 
activate its registration for GST purposes.  Since registration, GST refunds of $1,546 
have occurred for the seven quarters to 30 September 2015, a large net benefit in 2014 
when court 2 was replaced and a smaller net cost this year. Generally there is expected 
to be a small financial benefit over the long run from not being registered but there is a 
net benefit of registration in years with significant outlays.  We anticipate ceasing to be 
registered after the replacement of court 3 and other planned capital works. 
 
The Director’s Report provides further information on the above. 
 
Financial Results 
 
For the 2014-15 financial year NTC achieved a profit (or surplus) of $4,517.  This has 
declined in recent years ($11,130 in 2012-13; $8,097 in 2013-14) with members’ fees 
and court-hiring costs remaining unchanged for several years.  These have been 
increased for the coming financial year. 
 
The club ends the financial year in a sound position having renovated the lower 
clubhouse, replacing the hot water system, benches, shower, basin and kitchen 
(approximately $15,000) and repainting the inside and outside of the lower clubhouse 
(approximately $900).  Gordon Waygood controlled the costs and managed the entire 
renovation, carefully sourcing materials and labour and providing substantial volunteer 
labour and expertise.  A number of other members also made a substantial contribution 
with the renovation.  Thanks to all those that volunteered their efforts, it’s much 
appreciated. 
 
Some notable items: 

(i) Income: 

• Total income was almost unchanged from the prior year at $56,513 
($57,310 in 2014) net of GST.  Members’ fees were unchanged and court 
letting experienced a 5.6% increase. The small decline in accounting 
income is mainly attributable to the loss of GST benefits recognized in 
2013-14 prior to being registered in January 2014.   

• Interest Received decreased by 14% to $3,309 ($3,862 in 2014 and $5,267 
in 2013) due to cash reserves falling to more normal levels with the 
replacement of court 2 and a continued decline in rates of interest. 



 

Northbridge Tennis Club. Lower Bligh Street, Northbridge NSW 2063 

 
(ii) Expenses: 

• Total expenses are up 5.7% to $51,995 ($49,213 in 2014) primarily as a 
result of small increases in running costs and some special items in 2015. 

• Social event costs were higher this year due to hosting a return match 
against the Eglinton Tennis Club in Bathurst during the year and an 
increased subsidy of the annual dinner.  Both events were very successful 
and we hosted a return match against Neutral Bay in November 2015 
following our visit to them in 2014. 

• Heart Defibrillator training was undertaken by 14 members for a four hour 
course at a cost of $864 ex GST following the purchase of an AED Heart 
Defibrillator package from St. John Ambulance for $2,177 ex GST. 

• Burglary costs of $1,614 ex GST were incurred on 17 March 2015 from 
cash stolen, damage to cupboards and the theft of the box of keys requiring 
replacement of all locks and issue of replacement keys.  Our insurance with 
Whitbread Insurance appears likely to pay this loss less our $500 excess, 
which has been provided as an expense in the current year. 

• Non-cash depreciation, provisions and loss on assets scrapped were $917 
higher this year than in 2014.  This primarily reflects the increased cost-
base of fixed assets resulting from the replacement of court 2 in 2014.  The 
courts require replacement of the base approximately every 30 years, 
fencing every 20 years and resurfacing every 10 years.  At current prices 
each component costs around $23,000 or $70,000 per court.  Replacement 
costs increase by between 35% - 50% each 10 years, giving rise to this CPI 
provision that is adjusted as the refurbishment date approaches.   This 
provision has been important in ensuring the club remains in a sound long-
term position to replace the courts and facilities as and when required.  

• The refunds claimed by members for Saturday afternoon tea of $190 are 
down from $594 last year following the change in policy to encourage not 
claiming refunds and if these are claimed to limit the claim to $20. 

  
Cash Position 
 
The Club finished the financial year with cash reserves of $87,293 ($93,893 in 2014), a 
decrease of $6,600. The operating cash surplus for the year was $15,909 and is 
projected to be a little over $21,000 in each of the next two years.  In years with no 
capital expenditure the cash reserves will build by these amounts. 
 
We have the resources to replace the surface, fencing and fix the corner to court 3 and 
provide some improvement to driveway and entrance in the next two years.  We have 
applied for a Community Building Partnership grant from the NSW Government for 
$20,000 (approximately one-third of the anticipated capital costs) and will hear if we have 
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been successful early in 2016.  After the completion of works on court 3 and provision for 
work to the driveway, forward cash flow projections have identified closing end-of-year 
cash positions of $27,176 (2015-16) and $42,301 (2016-17). These cash projections 
assume the club is not successful in receiving any further grants from Willoughby council 
or the NSW government.  A minimum cash balance of around $50,000 is desirable to 
leave the club with the reserves to meet unexpected costs and hence if the current grant 
application for $20,000 is not successful, some or all of these capital costs may be 
deferred until 2016-17. 
 
Future Profit Projections 
 
Income and expenditure has been projected for 2015-17 to estimate a profit for the 
following years –  

• 2015-16 - $8,077 

• 2016-17 - $7,929  
 
These projections reflect the increase in membership and court hiring fees in the 2015-16 
year.   
 
Other Matters 
 
Finally, “thank you” to the members who: 

• have directly contributed furniture, equipment, beer and wine to the Club 

• help the Club by providing labour around the courts, grounds and clubhouse 
renovation 

• help the Club by paying their annual subscription on time  

• always remember to pay for drinks taken from the fridges 

• made a financial donation 

• exercised their discretion and did not seek reimbursement for Saturday afternoon 
tea purchases.    

 
Justin Wood (Treasurer) 
 
 
Membership 
 
At the time of completing this report, our membership numbers stand at 90, which is 
roughly where we want to be in terms of total numbers.  Any new applications will be, as 
always by invitation only and managed through the Selection Committee (Bob Lemon, 
Gordon Waygood, Tony Vaccher and John Richardson).   
 
Current membership 26 November 2015 is comprised as follows:   
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Note: The ‘Junior’ category was removed at a Club Committee Meeting on 30/4/14. 
 
Life 6 
Ordinary 53 
Associate 20 
Country 7 
Social 4 
 
We had the following new members whom we welcomed to the Club or who changed 
their membership status:   
 

� Ordinary - Eddy Brusich 
Daniel Bunning 
Robin Hutchens (moved from Associate Member) 
Marcus O’Connor (moved from Associate Member) 
Neil Spencer (moved from Associate Member) 
Glen Watts (moved from Associate Member) 
 

� Associate - Nil 
 

� Country - Jochem Van Doom (International Visitor) 
 

� Social - Nil 
 

We had the sad passing of our oldest Life Member, Les Coppin who died at the age of 
95. All of our members renewed their membership in 2014-15.   
 
 
Capital Works & Maintenance Team Report 
 
The Works Team (Justin Wood & Gordon Waygood) have been involved in a number of 
projects this year.  They include the following:     
 
The major project was the total refurbishment of the downstairs clubhouse. We hired 
contractual services (e.g. carpenter, tiler, electrician and plumber) all of whom we 
negotiated a significant discount to normal costs. Additionally, we were able to purchase 
the majority of items at 30-60% off retail, which helped the tight budget ($17,000) we set.   
Where we could employ member labour and working bee, we did, which resulted in 
saving many thousands of dollars.   
 
The Scope of Project included the refurbishment of the members change room, the 
public toilet and the lower kitchen area.  Also the exterior walls and surrounds. We 
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repaired or replaced any broken or defective items, while modernising with new and 
contemporary design items such as the shower and water heater in order to minimise or 
reduce future repairs and maintenance, while enhancing the overall safety, enjoyment 
and pride of members in our facilities. 
 
On behalf of all NTC members, I wish to formally thank Rohan Allison, Tony Brown, Dr 
Stephen Colagiuri, Winton Gibson, Graeme Kavanagh, Owan Ratsoongnoen, Barry 
Shaw, Clive Wilkinson and Justin Wood who contributed their time and skills to this 
project, and apologise if I missed anyone of you.  Members, please thank them when you 
next see them for giving so generously of their time for our benefit! As a result, the works 
team are pleased to advise that we came in under budget at $15,000, on time, and trust 
we achieved the scope and objectives to all members satisfaction with considerable 
savings. 
 
We also had some additional projects which were either investigated or completed, 
including: 
 

• Break-in to Clubhouse: Apart from some cash being stolen, the thieves damaged 
some cabinets by breaking the locks and forcing open a door.  Since the keys and 
masters were also stolen, this necessitated new keys being cut for all locks, and 
member keys re-distributed. Our curator Tony Brown liaised with the locksmith and 
effected change over and record keeping. The above costs were claimed against 
our insurance. 

• Driveway: We reviewed the repair / upgrading of the driveway, but decided to 
postpone the project until 2016/17 to review the best options since the initial 
quotes were in excess of $30,000 which was unacceptable. 

• Court 3: Replacement of court surface, squaring off the south-east corner and new 
fencing has been postponed to 2016/17 pending the outcome of our grant 
application.           

• Area between courts 1&2: With the members, we will review the options for 
improving this area, including location of the coaches’ store shed. 

 
Gordon Waygood (on behalf of the Works & Maintenance Team) 
 
 
Community Relations & Social Team Report  
 
We continue to have good relations with the Northbridge community through Open Days, 
Cardio Tennis, the Hot Shots program and John Coverley’s coaching.  Our approach is to 
stay relatively low key, but be involved where appropriate.  Everyone who has come to 
the Club comments on the great facilities and the friendly nature of the members.   
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We have had a number of social events this year including the social dinner in May at the 
Lane Cove Restaurant organized by Winton Gibson (Wednesday Captain).  A very 
enjoyable evening was had by the members and their guests. The recent Annual Club 
Dinner was held at the Northbridge Golf Club and was a great success.  It was a great 
venue, great dinner and a great guest speaker, cricket legend Neil Harvey.  We also had 
Glen Watts and Winton Gibson take us on their Africa safari’s, which was very 
interesting. Thank you to Peter Gavan for organizing the event and to Barry Shaw who 
stood in for Eric Swarbrick, as our Master of Ceremonies.  
 
Ray Holland (on behalf of the Community Relations & Social Team) 
 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Tennis 
 
We continue to see very healthy attendances on Wednesdays, generally around 20 or 
more, despite the ongoing 'sick and injured' list.  Obviously we are all made of the tough 
stuff, or maybe we are just comforted by the skills of those members who attended the St 
John's resuscitation course combined with the new on-site defibrillator.  
 
Our set selectors continue to make a great contribution to the enjoyment by getting 
variety and balance into the sets, so a big thank you for the ongoing effort.  Thank you 
also to everyone for continuing to be so diligent and thorough with putting on great 
afternoon teas. It is good to see that the Wed group continues to set the standard 
there.  The effect of the unwritten 'no d***-head' policy is clearly in evidence, makes for a 
great atmosphere, and no doubt explains the continued great turnouts. 
 
The Wednesday Xmas Party will be on 16th December.  For those planning to attend can 
you please let Peter Gavan or Glen Watts know for planning and give them your $5 
contribution. 
 
Winton Gibson (Wednesday Court Captain) 
 
 
Club Championships 
 
Bob Lemon was back at the helm running this year’s Club Championships.  We had 
some great matches across all of the events and Finals Day provided a number of them.  
John Bruce won his 9th Singles and Doubles titles.  That now puts him 2nd on the all-time 
list, two behind Ray Holland as the most prestigious winner of the Open Singles title in 
the Club’s 89 year history.   
 
Our Champions and Runners Up for 2015 were: 
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Event Winner Runner Up 
Open Singles John Bruce Owan Ratsoongnoen 
Open Doubles John Bruce / Justin Wood Owan Ratsoongnoen / David 

Nguyen 
Veterans Singles Justin Wood  Clive Wilkinson 
Veterans Doubles Robin Hutchens / Justin Wood Peter Gavan / Clive Wilkinson 
Grandmaster Singles John Butler Ian Fisher 
Handicap Singles Owan Ratsoongnoen  David Nguyen  
Handicap Doubles Peter Buckley / Owan 

Ratsoongnoen 
Stephen Colagiuri / David 
Nguyen 

The Bruce Reid trophy for the most improved player will be awarded at the AGM. 
 
Conclusion 
 
All aspects of the Club are in very good shape.  Financially, we are able to meet current 
and future known requirements, the standard of the tennis has never been higher and the 
camaraderie amongst the members continues to make this Club unique.   
 
We are managing the Club with both our short and long term goals in mind through our 
Business Planning process, but always with the Club’s core values and beliefs at the 
heart of our decision making.  Our commitment to transparency and open communication 
will continue to ensure that all members of the Club are kept informed of the discussions 
that are had and the decisions that are made. 
 
I would like to thank my fellow committee members for the tremendous job they have 
done this year in managing the Club.  All of the committee members will be offering 
themselves for re-election.  If additional members would like to be considered, your 
nominations will be gratefully received.  Please let us have those nominations 7 days 
prior to the AGM. 
 
Following the AGM we will have our customary NTC Christmas Party to celebrate 
another great year at the Club.  I would like to wish all of you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
My best regards.   
 

 
 
Clive Wilkinson - President, Northbridge Tennis Club 


