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I am very pleased to present the Presidents Report for Northbridge Tennis Club (NTC) 
for the year, 2014. While the Australian economy had a hard time, NTC continues to 
grow from strength to strength. 
 
The start of 2014 saw a new centre court at the Club and 12 of our members competing 
in the Australian Tennis Seniors Championships in Hobart in both the team’s event and 
the actual championships.  Amazingly, our Club had the highest percentage of players 
participating of any club in Australia with 15% of our total membership playing.  They 
included: 
 

 Yannick Aubree 

 John Butler 

 Warren Day 

 Ian Fisher 

 Jim Leigh  

 Owan Ratsoongnoen 

 Allen Robinson 

 Barry Shaw 

 Graeme Sticka 

 Gordon Waygood 

 Clive Wilkinson 

 Justin Wood 
 
It was a fantastic event to be involved in.  The 2015 Australian Seniors Championships 
will be held Canberra from 5th January.  Again, we will have a lot of players competing 
and representing NSW in the team’s event. 
 
Hobart was shortly followed by a great weekend in Bathurst at the kind invitation of Roger 
Giles and Brian Dwyer (Club President of Eglington Tennis Club).  Ten players from NTC 
took to the road.  It was great tennis, great weather, great hospitality and one to be 
repeated hopefully in the February time frame when we invite them back to Northbridge.    
 
We had many significant Birthday milestones this year.  The most significant was Les 
Coppin’s, our longest serving member, who had his 95th Birthday.  I sent him a letter, on 
behalf of the Club, to commemorate the occasion which he was really grateful for.  On 
speaking to his wife, she talked about the fond memories that he had of the Club.  The 
matches he played with his friend, Geoff McLennan; watching the young upstart, Ray Holland 
winning the swag of trophies in the 1960’s and having a beer on the balcony with his mates.  
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He joined in 1938 and has a lifetime of memories as do many of our members. It made me 
think that many of us have a real love of this Club and the members in it.  It is far more than a 
tennis Club.  It is far more than a place where we turn up to play tennis.  It is a major part of 
our lives.  We give a lot and it gives us a lot back.  Other significant Birthday milestones 
included: 
 

 Craig Dolman turned 40. 

 Bruce McLennan and Dave Winterbottom turned 50. 

 Ken Solomons turned 60. 

 Jim Leigh, Chris Smee, Warren Day, Alan Hession and John Oxenford turned 70. 

 David Butler turned 80. 

 And Fred Elliot turned 90.  Also Geoff McLennan will be joining him next February.  

 
We also celebrated Ray Holland’s 60th anniversary of joining the Club at the NTC Annual 
Dinner.  Ray first became a member in 1954.  Another great achievement was John 
Richardson receiving the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list.  John was given the award for his service to the insurance industry and to 
the community. That is now two members in the last 2 years receiving the OAM as David 
Motteram (past member) was honoured with the award last year.  Congratulations to you 
all. Incredible! 
 
So often our club gets praised by visitors for the way it looks and maintained.  This is 
almost entirely due to our Club Curator, Tony Dupont-Brown who continues to do a 
fabulous job in maintaining the Club facilities and helping out wherever needed.  He is a 
tremendous asset to this Club in many different ways and we are very fortunate to have 
him.  I would also like to thank the Club Committee for the tremendous job that they do.  
It is an absolute pleasure working with Justin Wood (Treasurer), John Bruce (Director), 
Ray Holland (Director), John Richardson (Director), Gordon Waygood (Director) and 
Harvey Crapp (Secretary).  Unfortunately Harvey has had to step down from the role, but 
we are very fortunate to have Rohan Allison back on the committee as Secretary.  All will 
be standing for re-election at the Annual General Meeting.   
 
Coaching at the Club continues to grow through our resident coach, John Coverley.  He 
also became a father this year, with his partner Claire. John introduced the MLC Hot 
Shots program into the Club in 2012.  We now have over 150 kids signed up for the 
program.  
 
Finally, our financial situation at NTC is in good shape, with cash reserves of $93,893 
($132,147 in 2013), a decrease of 29%.  This was mainly due to the replacement of the 
surface and fencing on Court 2.  However, our cash position recently increased with the 
inflow of the 2014-15 annual subscriptions being paid.   
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A summary of the financials is as follows. 
 
 
Financial Report 

 
The detail of this will be covered by Rohan Allison for Justin Wood, who is overseas.  The 
financial report is circulated separately, and has been sent to members by email and can 
be found in the Members Information section of the new NTC web site.  
 
Financial Reporting & Independent Annual Review 
 
The Club has continued: 
(a) to apply reduced reporting and auditing to the Australian Securities & Investments 

Commission, with unchanged reporting to members consistent with last year to 
ensure continued transparency; and 

(b) the independent Annual Review has been undertaken again by Ray Gittins, Chartered 
Accountant. The Annual Review Report is attached to the Club’s Financial Reports for 
the year ended 30 September 2014. 

 
NTC is exempt from company income tax. On 1 January 2013 the Club elected to 
activate its registration for GST purposes.  Since registration, GST refunds of $3,348 
have occurred for the three quarters to 30 September 2014.  The GST net benefit of 
$1,246 reported in the Statement of Financial Performance for the year represents the 
GST saving from not being registered in the last quarter of 2013.  Generally there is 
expected to be a small financial benefit over the long run from not being registered but 
there is a net benefit of registration in years with significant outlays as in 2014. 
 
The Director’s Report provides further information on the above. 
 
Financial Results 
 
The Club ends the financial year in a sound position having replaced the Court 2 surface 
and fencing (January 2014) and incurred significant plumbing costs to the clubhouse.  It 
has the resources to replace the surface, fencing and fix the corner to Court 3 and 
provide some improvement to the clubhouse facilities, driveway and grounds in the next 
two years.  For the 2013-14 financial year, NTC achieved a small profit of $8,097.  In the 
2012-13 financial year, the profit was $11,130 and, in addition, the Club was successful 
in being awarded a Willoughby City Council Small Grant ($2,255) towards the costs of 
the new coach’s shed and safety fencing and a NSW Government Facilities Development 
Grant ($19,000) that made a significant contribution towards the costs of resurfacing and 
fencing Court 2. These grants have allowed fees and court hiring costs to remain 
unchanged for several years. 
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Some notable items: 

(i) Income: 

 Total income is down 13.9% or $9,249 to $57,310 ($66,559 in 2013) net of 
GST, primarily as a result of a fall in casual court hire, decreased interest 
income, non-renewal of the Critique Private Clients sponsorship and lower 
GST benefits as a result of increased capital expenditure. 

 Total Membership Subscriptions & Joining Fees increased 7.3% to $19,940 
($18,582 in 2013) with increased member numbers. Membership fees have 
been unchanged now for four years and it is likely that they will need to 
increase in 2015-16. 

 Court Lettings decreased by 11% to $27,805 ($31,358 in 2013) primarily 

through a decline in casual court hire as a consequence of more extensive 
use of the courts throughout the week by members and coaching staff and 
also a small decline in permanent outside hirers.  

 Interest Received decreased by 27% to $3,862 ($5,267 in 2013) due to 
cash reserves falling to more normal levels with the replacement of Court 2 
and a decline in rates of interest. 

 Sponsorship – a twelve month agreement for $4,000 executed with Critique 
Private Clients effective from 1st September 2012 was not continued into 
2013-14. 

  
(ii) Expenses: 

 Total expenses are down 11.2% or $6,216 to $49,213 ($55,429 in 2013) 

primarily as a result of a decline in 2014 of the provisions for inflation on the 
replacement of tennis courts and clubhouse repainting. 

 Provision for Court Refurbishment and clubhouse painting was reduced by 
$906 (provision was increased by $10,594 in 2013) due to a change in the 
basis of the calculation last year to reflect actual costs and timing agreed 
for Court 2 (January 2014) plus provisions for Court 3 (January 2016).  The 
courts require replacement of the base approximately every 30 years, 
fencing every 20 years and resurfacing every 10 years.  At current prices 
each component costs around $23,000 or $70,000 per court.  Replacement 
costs increase by between 35% - 50% each 10 years, giving rise to this CPI 
provision that is adjusted as the refurbishment date approaches. This 
provision has been important in ensuring the club remains in a sound long-
term position to replace the courts and facilities as and when required.  

 The net benefit through the sale of drinks less Saturday afternoon tea 
refunds reduced from around $700 in 2012-13 to zero this year.  This 
reflects a 20% increase in afternoon refunds, an increase in Christmas 
party drinks and an increase in shortfalls on the till. 
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Cash Position 
 
The Club finished the financial year with cash reserves of $93,893 ($132,147 in 2013), a 
decrease of 29%. With the inflow of 2014-15 annual fee subscriptions, cash has grown to 
$xxx as at 1st December 2014. 
 
Forward cash flow projections have identified closing end-of-year cash positions of 
$80,777 (2014-15) and $43,847 (2015-16) after the completion of works on Court 3 and 
provision for work to the driveway and clubhouse in these years. These cash projections 
assume the Club is not successful in receiving any further grants from Willoughby 
Council or the NSW Government.  A minimum cash balance of around $50,000 is 
necessary to leave the Club with the reserves to meet unexpected costs without any 
need to arrange borrowing. 
 
Future Profit Projections 
 
Income and expenditure has been projected for 2014-16 to estimate a profit for the 
following years –  

 2014-15 - $4,679 

 2015-16 - $4,820  
 
These projections do not reflect any increase in membership and court hiring fees in the 
2014-15 year.  They assume that the practice of refunding the costs of providing 
Saturday afternoon teas which some members claim, but others do not, will stop from 1 
January 2015.  It is expected that membership and court hiring fees will be increased 
from 1 October 2015 for the 2015-16 financial year.  The projections assume a 6% 
increase, but the actual change has not yet been determined. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Finally, “thank you” to the members who: 

 have directly contributed furniture, equipment, beer and wine to the Club 

 help the Club by providing labour around the courts, grounds and clubhouse 

 help the Club by paying their annual subscription on time  

 always remember to pay for drinks taken from the fridges 

 made a financial donation 

 exercised their discretion and did not seek reimbursement for Saturday afternoon 
tea purchases.    

  
Justin Wood (Treasurer) 
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Membership 

 
At the time of completing this report, our membership numbers stand at 88, which is 
roughly where we want to be in terms of total numbers.  Any new applications will be, as 
always by invitation only and managed through the Selection Committee (Bob Lemon, 
Gordon Waygood, Ken Solomons and John Richardson).   
 
Current membership is comprised as follows:   
 
Note: The ‘Junior’ category was removed at a Club Committee on 30/4/14. 

 
 Life: 7   
 Ordinary: 47   
 Associate: 24 
 Country: 6 
 Social: 4 

 

  

It was resolved In the Club Committee Meeting on 27/7/14 to reduce fees to members 
who has turned 80.  As of 1/10/14 their fees would be A$50 regardless of membership 
type.  The members who will benefit from this early Christmas present are Bill Norton, 
Dave Butler and Brian Hadden.  
 
We had the following new members whom we welcomed to the Club or who changed 
their membership status:   
 

 Ordinary - Marcus Burns 
David Nguyen 
Andrew Bissex (moved from Associate Member) 
Winton Gibson (moved from Associate Member) 

 Associate - Robin Hutchens 
Ken Solomons (moved from Ordinary Member) 
Graeme Sticka (moved from Ordinary Member) 

 Country - Mick Dunn 
Peter Musgrove 
Roger Giles (moved from Ordinary Member) 

 Social - Murray Hawkins (moved from Ordinary Member) 
Harvey Crapp (moved from Ordinary Member) 
 

We had two members who didn’t renew their membership.  They were Tim Green and 
Brendon Sullivan. 
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Revenue Generation Team Report 
 

The focus this year was to build of the previous year’s success in revenue generation. 
 
Coaching - The coaching services provided by NTC have never been stronger. On a 

weekly basis the coaching numbers are as strong as they have been for some time. 
Many children and adults from the Northbridge and surrounding communities enjoy the 
use of our facilities through the coaching programs run by John Coverley and his team. 
These programs support our desire to be recognised as an integral part of the 
community.  
 
With the initial contract coming to an end in early 2015, and with the pleasing results that 
the coaching has delivered to the Club, it has been agreed to extend the current 
coaching contract to October 2018. 
 
Sponsorship – Our sponsorship with Critique Private Clients was not extended into this 

financial year. The Club remains open to the idea of taking on other sponsorships, but 
will be mindful that they need to be in the best interests of the Club and its member. At 
this point we have no perspective sponsorship activities.   
  
 
John Bruce (on behalf of the Revenue Generation Team) 
 

 
 
Capital Works & Maintenance Team Report 
 

The Works Team has been involved in a number of projects this year.  They include the 
following: 
 

 The north boundary paling fence together with associated drainage and collection 
pit, which was a carryover from last year, due to our neighbour’s scaffolding 
delayed removal. 

 Purchase of a new Supa-Soppa and a new Leaf Sweeper. 
 Replaced the flooring on the main balcony. 
 An unexpected project was to replace and include protective lining of the sewer 

pipework for both toilet areas as a result of a major blockage in the public toilet.  
This was due to tree roots getting in the pipes, which involved a major capital 
outlay and one week of plumbing work. Two new toilets were included in the work. 

 Temporary repairs to the hot water heater and new shower head. 
  
Work in Progress 
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 Plans were drawn to concrete the driveway, but your Club Committee felt that the 

quote was excessive, so the approach we feel best, is to lay special pavers which 
are filled with soil in which grass can grow ,which is more aesthetically pleasing 
and on current quotes about half the price of a concrete driveway.  A review of the 
need for a retaining wall and drainage etc. will need to be re-visited for this new 
approach, due to the slope of the land.  

 A detailed plan and costing, is now being considered for the upgrading of the 
Members change room, and the kitchen near to Court 1. 

  
Upcoming Projects 
 

 The plan is to replace Court 3 in January 2016. It is proposed to square off the 
south east corner to a right angle, which will involve significant heavy equipment 
and re-building the court surface as well as drainage at some additional cost to a 
new court surface, fence posts and fencing.  

 
Conclusion 
 

 Since we did not have a working bee this year, we plan to next year. We wish to 
thank our fellow members, John Connor, Richard Eaton, Barry Shaw and Tony 
Brown for their assistance and counsel.  

 
.  
Gordon Waygood (on behalf of the Works & Maintenance Team) 
 

 
 
Community Relations & Social Team Report  
 

We continue to have good relations with the Northbridge community through Open Days, 
Cardio Tennis, the Hot Shots program and John Coverley’s coaching.  Our approach is to 
stay relatively low key, but be involved where appropriate.  Everyone who has come to 
the Club comments on the great facilities and the friendly nature of the members.   
 
We have had a number of social events this year including the social dinner in May at the 
Lane Cove Restaurant organized by Winton Gibson (Wednesday Captain).  A very 
enjoyable evening was had by the members and their guests. The recent Annual Club 
Dinner was held at the Northbridge Golf Club and was a great success.  It was a great 
venue, great dinner and a great guest speaker, sports writer Colin Tatz who gave a very 
interesting and thought provoking speech.  We also had Jock Baird and his choir starting 
to the evening with songs from their repertoire.  I would also like to thank Peter Gavan for 
organizing the event and to Eric Swarbrick, our Master of Ceremonies.  
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Ray Holland (on behalf of the Community Relations & Social Team) 
 

 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Tennis 

 
Wednesday tennis continues to be a key and very healthy part of the club. Importantly, 
everyone contributes to a very convivial atmosphere and we see a good mix of long term 
and newer members along with both Full and Associate members.  We again saw many 
weeks this year with attendances in the 20's and quite a few in the mid 20's. The 
numbers usually ease off a little from June through August as many of us make our 
contribution to the Northern Hemisphere economies. 
 
A big thankyou is due to the set selectors again, as getting well balanced variety in the 
sets is particularly important, and not always easy, with the numbers involved.  Another 
big thankyou also for the diligence of everyone on the afternoon tea roster as this 
continues to be a highlight of Wednesday's and facilitates occasional visits by past 
members which always add to the atmosphere.  
 
Winton Gibson (Wednesday Court Captain) 
 

 
 
Club Championships 

 
This year Gordon Waygood took the helm in running the Club Championships.  We had 
some great matches across all of the events and Finals Day provided a number of them.  
John Bruce won his 8th Singles and Doubles titles.  That now puts him 2nd on the all-time 
list, three behind Ray Holland as the most prestigious winner of the Open Singles title in 
the Club’s 88 year history.   
 
We saw some new names in the finals and some familiar ones.  Owan Ratsoongnoen 
made up for his loss in the Open Singles by winning both the Handicap Singles and 
Handicap Doubles.  Maybe the handicapping next year should be to tie his legs together!!  
Also, John Butler managed to turn the tables on Gordon Waygood in the Grand Masters 
Singles having been Runner Up to him in the last two year’s. 
 
Our Champions and Runners Up for 2014 were: 
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Event Winner Runner Up 

Open Singles John Bruce Owan Ratsoongnoen 

Open Doubles John Bruce / Justin Wood Gordon Waygood / Clive 
Wilkinson 

Veterans Singles Clive Wilkinson  Graeme Sticka 

Veterans Doubles Ken Solomons / Graeme 
Sticka 

Robin Hutchens / Justin Wood 

Grandmaster Singles John Butler Gordon Waygood 
Handicap Singles Owan Ratsoongnoen  Hugh Barry  

Handicap Doubles M. Ross-Edwards / Owan 
Ratsoongnoen 

Paul Cohen / Clive Wilkinson 

The Bruce Reid trophy for the most improved player will be awarded at the AGM. 

 
 
Conclusion 

 
All aspects of the Club are in very good shape.  Financially, we are able to meet current 
and future known requirements, the standard of the tennis has never been higher and the 
camaraderie amongst the members continues to make this Club unique.   
 
We are managing the Club with both our short and long term goals in mind through our 
Business Planning process, but always with the Club’s core values and beliefs at the 
heart of our decision making.  Our commitment to transparency and open communication 
will continue to ensure that all members of the Club are kept informed of the discussions 
that are had and the decisions that are made. 
 
I would like to thank my fellow committee members for the tremendous job they have 
done this year in managing the Club.  All of the committee members will be offering 
themselves for re-election.  If additional members would like to be considered, your 
nominations will be gratefully received.  Please let us have those nominations 7 days 
prior to the AGM. 
 
Following the AGM we will have our customary NTC Christmas Party to celebrate 
another great year at the Club.  I would like to wish all of you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
My best regards.   
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Clive Wilkinson  
President, Northbridge Tennis Club 
 
December 2014  
 
  . 
 

 


