
John recently joined that 

very small, but illustri-

ous group of NTC mem-

bers who have been 

honoured by the Queen, 

receiving an Order of 

Australia Medal (OAM) 

for his service to the 

insurance industry and 

to the community. 

John was born in 1947 

in Auckland, NZ.  He weighed in at 10lbs 2ozs, so 

even then he was full of hot air!  He spent his early 

life with his 2 sisters on a dairy farm in Waikato, 

going to school at the Te Aroha College.  His sport-

ing life at the time was focused on the rugby field.  

He played Rugby Union for the school initially as 

‘Hooker’ (I am assuming here that he meant the 

position of ‘Hooker’ as opposed to someone who 

makes a living from hanging around the street 

corners.  I’ll have to check!!).  As he grew, the baby 

fat dissipated and he started to move into posi-

tions where speed-of-foot was more akin to his 

now athletic build, so moved out onto the wing 

with great success.   

Tennis didn’t really feature in his early years pre-

ferring the smaller racket on the squash court.  

Some would say, unkindly I might add, that tennis 

doesn’t really feature much when he’s on court 

today!  He is also a very keen fisherman as the 

photo below suggests.  He said that he caught 14 

of them in that one day.  Sounds like one of those 

fisherman’s tales to me!  

John started work in Hamilton in the State Insur-

ance office.  He 

soon moved to 

Marsh Insurance in 

1974 as a Junior 

Broker.  It became 

the company that he 

would spend his 

whole working life in 

becoming CEO in NZ in 1988 and Pacific Region 

Chairman and CEO from 1999 to 2007.  He also 

held many Board positions including the Fred Hol-

lows Foundation.  He was an Insurance Institute 

Board Member for 14 years, being President twice.  

He was the only person to do that in its 130 year 

history.  He was also the founding Counsellor for 

the Australian Business Arts Foundation (ABAF) 

linking business with the Arts, which is a passion 

of both he and his wife, Wynne.  In addition, he 

worked with many charities, school committees 

and the Rotary Club.  Amazingly he still had 

enough spare time to get to an ‘8’ handicap in golf, 

ran the Rotorua Marathon in 3hrs 30 mins 

(evidently the 9th hardest marathon in the world – 

Probably because you have to spend about 3.5 

hours with a load of Kiwi’s!!!); President of the Old 

Boys Squash Club and VP of the Fiji Squash Rack-

ets Association when he lived in Fiji for 2 years.  

John met his wife Wynne in the mid-60’s when she 

was at teachers college.  They have 3 children; 

Claire (41) who lives in Auckland, Michael (37) who 

lives in the US and Kathryn (35) who lives in Syd-

ney.  They have 3 grandchildren. 

 

John joined NTC in 1998, being introduced by the 

late Mike Skegg.  Up until this time he had only 

played social tennis.  Some would say (unkindly 

again) that is all he plays today!! However, due to 

some great coaching by Rod Everitt on his trips 

back to NZ at the Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club he 

became our ‘Most Improved Player’ in 2011 with 

the new swashbuckling backhand and kick serve, 

achieving an ‘A6’ ranking (previously ‘A7’).  This 

year he was part of the successful team that got to 

the final of the NSTA comp.  With the added inten-

sity of the comp matches, it won’t be long before 

he’s ‘A5’.   

 

He has always been a very active member of the 

Club, being Club President from 2006–2010 and 

has recently re-joined the Club Committee and 

Selection Committee. He is a real gentlemen, great 

fun to have around and a great member of the 

Club.  Well done John for all that you have 

achieved on and off the court. 

 

‘ J O H N  R I C H A R D S O N  G E T S  T H E  G O N G ’    

N
O

R
T

H
B

R
I
D

G
E

 
T

E
N

N
I
S

 
C

L
U

B
 

J U L Y  2 0 1 4 — W I N T E R  E D I T I O N  

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 5  

N O R T H B R I D G E  T E N N I S  

C L U B — N E W S L E T T E R  # 1 5  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

N T C  M E M B E R  

H O N O U R E D  

B Y  T H E  

Q U E E N    

1  

F A C E L I F T  

F O R  T H E  N T C  

F A C I L I T I E S  

2  

T E N N I S  E V E N T S  

T O  L O O K  O U T  

F O R :  

 

• Forster Seniors  

Tennis Tournament 

from 1-4 Aug in 

Forster, NSW. 

• NTC Club Champion-

ships Finals Day on 

Saturday 13th Sept. 

• NSW Seniors State 

Championships from 

3-6 Oct at Pennant 

Hills. 

 



Tony continues to keep the NTC grounds 

looking beautiful with so many favourable 

comments coming from visitors to the 

Club.  We now need to compliment it with 

the facilities.  Under Gordon’s excellent 

management of the ‘Works’ committee we 

have started on a plan to facelift the facili-

ties in line with the landscaping.  This has 

already started with the replacement of 

Court 2 and the surrounding fencing ear-

lier in the year.  At the same time we re-

moved the bottom shed that had become 

a home for the Northbridge wood worm 

community.  We are still looking at what 

we should do between courts 1 & 2, so if 

you have any ideas, please let a commit-

tee member know. 

 

Now that the 2 adjoining properties are 

nearing completion, we have been able to 

erect the new fencing (picture below) on 

our northern boundary (jointly paid for by 

Milan, the property owner) which has been 

in need of replacement for a while.  We 

have also upgraded the drainage system 

that runs parallel with the fence. 

We have also replanted the trees and 

bushes on the southern boundary, but will 

focus more on this boundary in 2015. 

Water was getting into the top shed so we 

have cleared the rubble from the rear of 

the shed, replaced the guttering and 

replaced the back sheet.  Tony has also 

painted it to finish it off. 

You will also 

notice that each 

court now has 

its own cleaner 

hanging on the 

fence.  We used 

to have only 

one which was 

located on the 

bottom court, 

but recently 

purchased 2 

more, so that we could regularly brush 

the courts to redistribute the sand and 

minimise the moss growth.  In addition 

to Tony doing it, if you get a spare 10 

minutes, drag the cleaner across the 

court to keep the courts playing at their 

best. 

The 

other 

recent 

upgrade 

has 

come 

courtesy 

of Ro-

han 

Allison who has kindly donated a 42” 

Flat Screen TV to the Club.  Tony has 

painted that corner area, which now 

provides a very nice social addition to 

the Club.  We are starting to see a lot 

more people staying behind on a Satur-

day afternoon for a glass of wine or beer 

in the comfy chairs demonstrated by 

Tony (below). 

Tony has also resurfaced the top bal-

cony with the green synthetic matting to 

improve the look and feel of the main 

tennis watching area of the Club. 

 

They are the improvements that have 

been made to the Club so far this year.  

The additional improvements that are 

planned in the next 12 months are as 

follows: 

1. Redesign and renovate the changing 1. Redesign and renovate the changing 1. Redesign and renovate the changing 1. Redesign and renovate the changing 

room and restroomroom and restroomroom and restroomroom and restroom – We will replace the 

existing shower, toilets and basins.  We 

will also tile the walls and floor and re-

place the benches.  This will be done 

partly by the members and partly by out-

side contractors.  

2. Replace the driveway surface 2. Replace the driveway surface 2. Replace the driveway surface 2. Replace the driveway surface – Now 

that the northern boundary fence has 

been replaced, we can focus on the drive-

way.  It is a large area, but currently can 

only house a maximum of 3 parked cars.  

Having a hard surface that goes down to 

the middle court, we could get 7 cars on 

there and make the entrance to the Club 

much more appealing.  Having a hard 

surface for the driveway will have implica-

tions on the water run-off, so drainage 

will be taken into consideration.  Gordon 

is organising quotes for the work to be 

carried out in the coming months.    

3. Court 3 fencing 3. Court 3 fencing 3. Court 3 fencing 3. Court 3 fencing – Although we plan to 

replace the court 3 surface in 2016, we 

would like to replace the fence earlier 

than that.  With the new fencing on courts 

1 & 2, it makes court 3 fencing a bit of an 

eye sore.  We have checked with the 

court developers and they are comfort-

able that the new fence can be installed 

before the actual court surface is laid.      

4. Redesign and renovate the downstairs 4. Redesign and renovate the downstairs 4. Redesign and renovate the downstairs 4. Redesign and renovate the downstairs 

kitchen area kitchen area kitchen area kitchen area – Many of the casual and 

permanent court hirers use the kitchen 

area to make tea and socialise 

(remembering that non-members do not 

have access to the clubhouse).  Like the 

plans for the changing rooms, we will 

brighten up the area to make it more 
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