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NORTHBRIDGE TENNIS CLUB 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

2013 
 
I am very pleased to present the Presidents Report for Northbridge Tennis Club (NTC) 
for the year, 2013.  
 
2013 saw celebrations in Northbridge of the 100th anniversary of the naming of the 
suburb.  Many events were organized including the Centenary Games in March, with 
which NTC was actively involved.  As part of the Games, we ran a Tennis Tournament 
for the local kids, organized by John Bruce, David Winterbottom and John Coverley. The 
day was a great success being very well received by parents and kids alike.  It also 
provided a great vehicle for the Club to get closer to the Northbridge community.  The 
Club set aside $500 to fund this contribution to the community.  Part was spent on the 
day and the balance ($270) was donated to the ‘So They Can’ charity. This is a 
charitable organisation supporting communities to end poverty.   
 
Tony Dupont-Brown, our Club Curator continues to do a fabulous job in maintaining the 
Club facilities and helping out wherever needed.  He is a tremendous asset to this Club in 
many different ways and we are very fortunate to have him.  I would also like to thank the 
Club Committee for the tremendous job that they do.  It is an absolute pleasure working 
with Michael Hall (Vice President), Justin Wood (Treasurer), Harvey Crapp (Secretary), 
John Bruce (Director), Ray Holland (Director) and Gordon Waygood (Director).  All will be 
standing for re-election except for Michael Hall, our Vice President, who unfortunately will 
be leaving the committee to become a Social Member due to his shoulder injury that has 
terminated his tennis career far too soon.  Michael has been a very active and valuable 
member of the Club Committee.  We will really miss his considered judgment, business 
acumen, innovative ideas and team spirit.  He would have made a very good President.  
He has also been an excellent player at the Club, having won the NTC Open Doubles 
title on six occasions and supported many of the NSTA Comp Teams. 
 
We are a Tennis Club and the tennis has been great this year, whether it is regular Club 
tennis, competing in the NSTA Comps, the Club Championships or in seniors events.  It 
started in January at the 2013 Australian Tennis Seniors Championships where we had a 
number of members competing, then throughout the year.  More recently at the NSW 
Seniors Championships we had 12 members in the draw with Justin Wood achieving the 
best results as he reached the final of the >60’s Singles having beaten the No1 seed in 
the semi-finals. This participation will continue into 2014 with 11 members already signed 
up for the Australian Seniors Titles in Hobart in January.  We also had 2 friendly matches 
against other Clubs, thanks to Greg Scott and Graeme Sticka.  We invited Dural Tennis 
Club to NTC earlier in the year and were recently hosted by Neutral Bay. Both were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all participants.  We already have similar plans taking shape for 
next year.  I will keep you posted.  
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Coaching at the Club continues to grow through our resident coach, John Coverley.  He 
also became a father this year, with his partner Claire. John introduced the MLC Hot 
Shots program into the Club in 2012 which the Club members and local community have 
really got behind with two very successful Open Days during the year.  We now have 
over 130 kids signed up for the program. This brings us closer to Tennis Australia and 
the Northbridge community and provides a great outlet for young kids in the area to learn 
and play the game of tennis.  John’s coaching staff has changed this year as we bade 
farewell to Brett Clulow, John’s assistant coach, who has taken up a prestigious 
management/coaching position at the University of Queensland tennis complex in 
Brisbane.  In the short time he was at the Club, he had a very positive impact.  In 
exchange, we welcome Ivan Krajicek to the assistant coach role.  
 
Finally, our financial situation at NTC is in good shape, with a total cash position as at 
30th September 2013 of $132,147. However, we have some expensive outlays in the 
coming months with the replacement of the surface and fence surrounds on the middle 
court (approximately A$44,000).  Weather permitting, the court will be out of action for 
one week from 13th - 20th January 2014.  The court and surrounds will be a replica of the 
bottom court as we are contracting the same company to do the work. The same will be 
done to the top court in January 2015.  A summary of the financials is as follows. 
 
 
Financial Report 
 
The detail of the Financial Report is covered by Justin Wood, our Treasurer, who took 
over from Rohan Allison this year.  The financial report is circulated separately, and has 
been sent to members by email.  It can also be found in the Members Information section 
of the new NTC web site.  
 
Financial Reporting & Independent Annual Review 
 
The club has continued: 
(a) to apply reduced reporting and auditing to the Australian Securities & Investments 

Commission, with unchanged reporting to members consistent with last year to 
ensure continued transparency; and 

(b) the independent Annual Review with Ray Gittins, Chartered Accountant. The Annual 
Review Report is attached to the Club’s Financial Reports for the year ended 30 
September 2013. 

 
NTC is exempt from company income tax. Since 2008 the Club has elected to not 
activate its registration for GST purposes. This has the advantage of administrative 
simplicity and has had a small financial advantage to the club in past years. The GST net 
benefit saving is reported in the Statement of Financial Performance for the year.  From 1 
January 2014 the club will reactivate the registration for GST purposes given the large 
capital expenditure forecasted in the next 18 months. 
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Financial Results 
 
The Club ends the financial year in a secure position to undertake the significant court 
refurbishments planned for court 2 (January 2014) and court 3 (January 2015) and 
provide maintenance and possibly some improvement to the clubhouse facilities and 
grounds in coming years.  Given that we are a Not-For-Profit (NFP) organisation, our 
major focus is to have a small annual operating surplus that enables the club to ensure 
existing facilities are maintained and have sufficient cash in the bank to fund future 
initiatives and unexpected contingencies.   
 
In 2012-13, the Club was successful in being awarded a Willoughby City Council small 
grant ($2,255) towards the costs of the new coach’s shed and safety fencing and a NSW 
Government facilities development grant ($19,000) towards the costs of resurfacing and 
fencing court 2.  
 
Some notable items: 

(i) Income: 
• Total Subscriptions & Joining Fees remained flat at $18,582 ($18,374 in 

2012), with membership fees unchanged across the two years and for the 
coming year, 2013-14. 

• Court Lettings increased by 16% to $31,358 ($27,053 in 2012) through 
increased usage by both permanent hirers and John Coverley’s “JC 
Tennis”.  There has been a small decline in casual court hire as a 
consequence, with the courts now used extensively throughout the week by 
members, coaching and outside hirers.  

• Interest Received increased by 43% to $5,267 ($3,686 in 2012) due to the 
increased cash reserves that have built up in anticipation of refurbishments 
to courts 2 and 3. 

• Sponsorship – a twelve month agreement for $4,000 was executed with 
Critique Private Clients effective from 1st September 2012.  This agreement 
has not been continued into 2013-14. 

  
(ii) Expenses: 

• Provision for Court Refurbishment - The courts require replacement of the 
base approximately every 30 years, fencing every 20 years and resurfacing 
every 10 years.  At current prices each component costs around $23,000 or 
$70,000 per court.  Replacement costs increase by between 25% - 50% of 
the original cost every 10 years, giving rise to the CPI provision that is 
adjusted as the refurbishment date approaches.  This provision has been 
important in ensuring the Club remains in a sound long-term position to 
replace the courts as and when required.  
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Cash Position 
 
The Club finished the financial year with cash reserves of $132,147 ($91,597 in 2012), an 
increase of 44%. With the inflow of 2013-14 annual fee subscriptions, cash has grown to 
$144,960.66 as at 28th November 2013. 
 
Forward cash flow projections have identified closing end-of-year cash positions of 
$93,605 (2013-14) and $66,836 (2014-15) after the completion of works on courts 2 and 
3 and provision for work to the Clubhouse in these years. These cash projections 
assume the club is not successful in receiving any further grants from Willoughby Council 
or the NSW Government.  A cash balance of $60,000 to $70,000 leaves the Club with the 
reserves to meet unexpected costs should these occur without any need to arrange 
borrowing. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Finally, “thank you” to the members who: 

• help the Club by paying their annual subscription on time.  
• made a financial donation. 
• directly contributed equipment to the Club.  
• exercised their discretion and did not seek reimbursement for Saturday afternoon 

tea purchases.    
.  
Justin Wood 
 
 
Membership 
 
At the time of completing this report, our membership numbers stand at 85, which is 
roughly where we want to be in terms of total numbers.  Any new applications will be, as 
always by invitation only and managed through the Selection Committee (Bob Lemon, 
Gordon Waygood, Stuart Gleeson and John Richardson).   
 
In September, 2013 we announced a new category of membership at Northbridge Tennis 
Club, that of ‘Social Member’.  It is aimed at those members who are no longer playing 
tennis due to injury or health problems, but still want to stay actively involved in the Club. 
We decided to offer this new type of membership because our current membership 
categories didn’t really cater for these circumstances.  We had four members transfer 
over into this category. 
 
Current membership is comprised as follows: 
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� Life: 7   
� Ordinary: 49   
� Associate: 22 
� Country: 3 
� Social: 4 
� Junior: 0 

  

 

We had the following new members whom we welcomed to the Club or who changed 
their membership status:   
 

� Ordinary - Yannick Aubrey 
Warren Day (moved from Associate Member) 
Tony Vaccher (moved from Associate Member) 

� Associate - Dennis Teoh 
Mark De Kock 

� Country - Michael Ross-Edwards (moved from Ordinary  
Member) 

� Social - Fred Elliot (moved from Associate Member) 
Michael Hall (moved from Ordinary Member) 
Gordon Lea (moved from Associate Member) 
Greg Scott (moved from Associate Member) 

 

 
We had only one member leave the Club which was Barry Leal due to health related 
reasons. 
 
 
Revenue Generation Team Report 
 
The focus this year was extending and building on the work carried out in previous year. 
The highlights were as follows: 
 
Coaching - The growth in our Hot Shots programme has been exceptional. From a 
standing start in 2012, we now have over 130 children enrolled and playing at the club 
each week. This involvement with the community formed an important part of our 
submission when successfully applying for government grants. Revenue has also been 
increased with John Coverley increasing his utilization of a second court. 
 
Northbridge Centenary Games - NTC was an active participant in the Northbridge 
Centenary Games held in March this year. A junior tournament was held with 24 children 
competing. Significant exposure and local government goodwill was generated by our 
participation. 
 
Sponsorship - To support our association with Critique Private Clients, a Wine & 
Investment evening was held in May at Northbridge Cellars. A good sample of Italian 
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wines was provided and the members did an excellent job in ensuring that none was left 
or wasted. In terms of the investment advice it was excellent to see someone make what 
could have been a dry subject, entertaining. Critique, while enjoying their association with 
the Club, have not extended their sponsorship into next year.  
 
Michael Hall 
 
 
Capital Works / Maintenance Team Report 
 
The Works Team has been involved in a number of projects this year.  Special thanks to 
John Connor, Richard Eaton, Tony Dupont-Brown and Barry Shaw for their considerable 
assistance.  The major activities were as follows: 
 
Preparation for the Replacement of Court 2 - Installation by Classic Courts scheduled 
for Monday 13th - 20th January 2014. This involves new OmniCourt, pro-synthetic surface, 
new court posts and new black fencing.  It will be a similar look to the bottom court. We 
plan to do the same to the top court in January 2015. 
  
Drain and Retention Tanks - Currently there is work in progress (WIP) involving two 
retention tanks and the drain to capture water run-off from the top court,  This is due to 
be completed by Mid-December.  
 
North Boundary Fence - The old dilapidated paling fence has been removed, and a new 
paling fence is currently being erected.  To date, long steel posts have been cemented 
into position and erection of palings along the length of the north boundary awaits 
completion of aforementioned plumbing work.  One of the consequences of the 
neighbour removing the old fence, coupled with heavy rain, resulted in some erosion 
requiring repair to the northwest end under the court slab. This is being addressed in co-
operation with the neighbour during the plumbing process, prior to completion of the 
aggregate stone backfill and erection of the paling fence. 
 
Repairs to the Top Shed - The fibro wall at the back of the shed was broken, with water 
continually getting into the shed causing rotten timber and minor flooding on the floor with 
attendant problems.  Additionally a slab of concrete had been previously dumped behind 
the shed making repair difficult.  By leveraging the builders on site at No 42 (property on 
the southern boundary) we have made significant cost savings (total cost was < $700) for 
the necessary repairs.  All of the problems have now been fixed and the work completed. 
This includes the removal of old asbestos, waterproofing, repair of timber, cementing to 
the new wall and sealing the shed.  It also included the installation of a new gutter which 
was not previously present.  It only remains to paint the new south wall material, which 
will be done in-house by NTC works, soon to be scheduled. 
.  
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Safety Fencing - As part of the grant application associated with Court 2, we included 
safer gates and fencing for the children involved in the various tennis programs offered 
by our Coach, John Coverley.  A gate and fencing on the pathway at the rear and side of 
court 2 has been erected. 
 
Working Bee - Due to the nature of the projects this year, we did not feel it necessary to 
have a working bee.   Next year however will be a different story, as we are considering 
items the club can do in-house - for example, the upgrade to the base area of the club 
house, changing room and kitchen area and the development of the lower shed and area 
between Courts 1 & 2. 
.  
Gordon Waygood 
 
 
Community Relations & Social Team Report  
 
A key objective of the Club is to get closer to the Northbridge community, which we have 
done this year through the Centenary Games, Open Days, the Hot Shots program and 
John Coverley’s coaching.  Our approach is to stay relatively low key, but be involved 
where appropriate.  Everyone who has come to the Club comments on the great facilities 
and the friendly nature of the members.   
 
We have had a number of social events this year including the social dinner in April at the 
Orchid Persian Restaurant organized by Winton Gibson (Wednesday Captain).  A very 
enjoyable evening was had by the members and their guests. The Annual Club Dinner in 
July at the Forestville RSL Club with guest speaker, tennis legend Kim Warwick, giving a 
very interesting speech on tennis in his day, and his current involvement in the sport. I 
would also like to thank to Peter Gavan and John Freak for organizing the event and to 
Eric Swarbrick, our Master of Ceremonies.  
 
Ray Holland 
 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Tennis 
 
Wednesday tennis continues to thrive with attendances generally in the 20's and with a 
high of 26 several weeks ago.  Regular attendance by several of the Full Members and 
Tuesday group, along with occasional visits by others maintains the connection between 
all members and added to the great camaraderie experienced on Wednesdays.  The 
afternoon teas continue to facilitate a strong social element and the tennis is always 
played in a fine spirit.  One of the thankless and non-trivial tasks performed each week is 
the set arranging.  A big thankyou to John Oxenford, Bill Norton, Ian Beatty, Marcus 
O'Connor and Peter Gavan who, with occasional assistance from others, continue 
to carry on this work and manage to put well balanced sets on the court.  
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Winton Gibson - Wednesday Court Captain 
 
 
Club Championships 
 
After a delayed start, the Club Championships got under way.  We had some great 
matches across all of the events and Finals Day provided a number of them.  John Bruce 
won his 7th Singles and Doubles titles.  That now puts him equal 2nd on the all-time list 
with Richard Eaton, four behind Ray Holland as the most prestigious winner of the Open 
Singles title in the Club’s 87 year history.   
 
It was great to see two new members competing for two of the finals. Owan 
Ratsoongnoen from Thailand won the Handicap Singles and Tony Vaccher (with Ken 
Solomons) was Runner Up in the Vets Doubles. Justin Wood retained his Vets Singles 
title; Peter Gavan made it five Vets Doubles titles (four with myself) in 7 years; Bob 
Lemon again won the Handicap Doubles title, which makes it three times in the last 4 
years, on this occasion with Steve Colagiuri, a two-time winner himself and winner of the 
Vets Doubles back in 2002.  The Grand Masters Singles, like last year, pitted our top two 
Super-Seniors against each other, with Gordon Waygood again coming out on top.  
 
Our Champions and Runners Up’s for 2013 were: 
 

Event Winner Runner Up 
Open Singles John Bruce Matt Ritter 
Open Doubles John Bruce / Justin Wood Matt Ritter / Clive Wilkinson 
Veterans Singles Justin Wood  Gordon Waygood 
Veterans Doubles Peter Gavan / Clive Wilkinson Ken Solomons / Tony Vaccher 
Grandmaster Singles Gordon Waygood John Butler 
Handicap Singles Owan Ratsoongnoen  Hugh Barry  
Handicap Doubles Steve Colagiuri / Bob Lemon Peter English / Tony Brown 

The Bruce Reid trophy for the most improved player will be awarded at the AGM. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
All aspects of the Club are in very good shape.  Financially, we are able to meet current 
and future known requirements, the standard of the tennis has never been higher and the 
camaraderie amongst the members continues to make this Club unique.   
 
We are managing the Club with both our short and long term goals in mind through our 
Business Planning process, but always with the Club’s core values and beliefs at the 
heart of our decision making.  Our commitment to transparency and open communication 
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will continue to ensure that all members of the Club are kept informed of the discussions 
that are had and the decisions that are made. 
 
I would like to thank my fellow committee members for the tremendous job they have 
done this year, especially Michael Hall who will be leaving the committee to transfer to 
being a Social Member.  All of the committee members, except Michael are offering 
themselves for re-election.  If additional members would like to be considered, your 
nominations will be gratefully received.  Please let us have those nominations 7 days 
prior to the AGM. 
 
Following the AGM we will have our customary NTC Christmas Party to celebrate 
another great year at the Club.  I would like to wish all of you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
My best regards.   
 
 

 
 
 
Clive Wilkinson  
President, Northbridge Tennis Club 
 
December 2013  
 
  . 
 

 


