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NORTHBRIDGE TENNIS CLUB 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
2011 

 
I am pleased and honoured to present my first Presidents Report for Northbridge 
Tennis Club (NTC) for the year, 2011, which is the 85th anniversary of the Club.  
 
When I took over the role from the out-going President, John Richardson, we set 
a goal for the new committee, which was to: 
 
“Continue to develop Northbridge Tennis Club, by improving the facilities, the 
playing standard and the financial stability of the Club, whilst maintaining our 
core values and beliefs.  This can be measured by an increase in member 
satisfaction and financial performance.”    
 
On reflection, I believe that we have achieved this as it has been a very good 
year for the Club.  Some great tennis has been played, including another 
successful Club Championships, thanks to Bob Lemon and the Selection 
Committee.  The playing standard of the new members has greatly enhanced the 
overall standard of the Club; including four new ‘A3’ graded players (e.g. Matt 
Ritter, Justin Wood, Ken Solomons and Graeme Sticka) who will keep us all on 
our toes!  In addition, we had tremendous support from the members for Barry’s 
Working Bee in June; John Freak served up a fabulous Annual Dinner with Steve 
Healy as our guest speaker and Murray Hawkins developed our first Club 
website (www.northbridgetennis.com.au) which will have a huge impact on the 
Club moving forward.  We also had two Northbridge Teams winning their 
respective Summer Comp’s, which has not been done for a number of years.  
Underpinning all of this, we have a strong financial base and reserves available 
for future improvements to the Club.         
 
Looking back, we started the year with a predominantly new committee and it 
has been my pleasure working with them over the last 12 months.  My special 
thanks go to Michael Hall (Vice President), Rohan Allison (Treasurer), Barry 
Shaw, Ray Holland, Gordon Waygood and John Freak.  Their enthusiasm, 
innovative ideas and willingness to get things done has been tremendous and of 
great benefit to the Club and our members.   
 
As a committee, we have tried to be as transparent as possible with regular 
communication to the members as a key priority.  We have also had the 
philosophy of not involving outside contractors if we can do the work ourselves.  
The support that we have had from some very skilled people like Gordon 
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Waygood, Barry Shaw, John Connor and Richard Eaton has really enabled us to 
fast track some of the facility improvements and save us thousands of dollars.  
 
I would like to extend my personal thanks to our curator, Tony Dupont-Brown.  
Apart from doing a tremendous job maintaining the Club facilities, Tony goes far 
beyond the call-of-duty helping with every aspect of the Club.  One of the key 
attributes that I look for in people that I work with is how proactive are they, and 
Tony has certainly been that.  He has personally gone out of his way to sign up a 
number of new permanent court hirers; helped me considerably with advertising 
and cajoled Energy Australia to do tree pruning at the Club, free of charge, 
amongst other things. 
 
Thank you also to our resident coach, John Coverley, for his support and the 
work he does in promoting the use of the Club facilities and court hire. 
 
Thank you to our Selection Committee, led this year by Bob Lemon.  Bob and his 
fellow selectors, Rohan Allison, Rod Thomas and Gordon Waygood, not only 
organized the weekly running of the playing board, but also managed the Comp 
Teams and ran the very successful Club Championships.  
 
On the playing front, we had a number of our members playing in the seniors 
events, both locally and overseas with some great wins by John Bruce, Gordon 
Waygood, John Butler, Ian Fisher and Graeme Sticka.  With the Australian 
Championships coming up in January, we wish them all the very best in their 
respective events. 
 
Finally, as the suburb of Northbridge heads towards its 100th anniversary in 2013, 
we as a club are looking to get closer to the local community through programs 
such as Tennis Australia’s MLC Hotshots and Cardio Tennis and a number of 
social events.  This is good for everyone concerned as it helps tennis to grow in 
our community, brings additional revenue and recognition to the Club and it also 
helps us when we prepare our applications for financial grants from Tennis 
Australia and the NSW Government next year.   
 
 
Financial Report 
 
The detail of this will be covered by Rohan Allison, our Treasurer who has done a 
tremendous job in taking over from Alistaire McGuinness.  The financial report is 
circulated separately, and has been sent to members by email and can be found 
in the Members section of the new NTC web site.  
 
Changes to Financial Reporting  
 
Commencing June 2010 the Federal Government introduced changes to 
financial reporting, which reduced reporting requirements for Australian 
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companies.  The changes extend to the financial reports lodged with the 
Australian Securities & Investments Commission (ASIC).  NTC, as a small 
company limited by guarantee, with revenue up to $250,000 per annum, meets 
the test to enable the introduction of reduced reporting.  NTC is not obligated to 
prepare a financial report or have it audited, prepare director’s report / 
declaration, or notify members of annual reports.  From the year ended 30 
September 2011, the Directors have: 
 

(i) adopted the reduced reporting requirement, but  
(ii) have decided to continue transparent disclosure through the 

preparation and distribution to members of the: 
 Financial Report – in the same historical format; and 
 Director’s Report; and 

(iii) deleted the Director’s Declaration and Auditor’s Report & Declaration. 
 

Further, ASIC has been notified that NTC will be not lodging Financial Reports. 
 
Independent Annual Review  
 
Further to the discussion at the 2010 AGM, during the financial year Ray Gittins 
resigned as the Club’s Registered Auditor.  The Directors were of the view that 
an appropriately skilled person, who is independent of the Board, should be 
engaged to undertake an agreed scope of Annual Review for the financial year 
2010-2011.  The Directors looked at a number of options, but decided to accept 
the proposal by Ray Gittins, and he was appointed at an agreed fee for service to 
undertake the Annual Review and report back on his findings.  The results of that 
review showed that the Club was in good shape. 
 
Financial Results 
 
For the 2010-2011 Financial Year the Club achieved an operating profit of $6,121 
(2010: $336).  The result was achieved by: 
 

 Maximising and improving income by 11% to $52,466 (2010: $47,458) – 
o particularly court hire lettings have improved by 5% to $24,886 due 

to the pro-active work of the Court Curator.  Court utilisation is 
being monitored and is an area to be targeted by the Revenue 
Generation Team; 

o as with the prior year, the Company is not registered for GST. 
However, it can be re-registered to take advantage of future major 
capital expenditure transactions.  The MYOB system has been 
historically configured to automatically record GST transactions.  
The GST net benefit saving achieved this year was $3,214.    

o maximising cash, saw interest return increase by 29% to $3,457 
over 2010. 
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 Controlling and managing expenditure has resulted in an overall decrease 
of 2% to $46,345 (2010: $47,122), even with increases in Council Rates, 
utility costs and insurance.  Insurance has increased to $4,008, which 
represents a 23% increase over the last 3 years, which is reasonable 
given the increase in premiums with the weather related catastrophes of 
recent years.  During the year and prior to the issue of the current policy 
renewal, our insurance company undertook a comprehensive inspection 
and risk assessment of the Club’s buildings, courts and surrounds.  A 
number of matters of potential risk were highlighted within the clubhouse, 
which were promptly addressed at minimal cost.  

 
The cost of maintenance of the clubhouse, courts and surrounds has reduced 
41% to $2,825 (2010: $4,745) – the latter by minimising external supplier costs 
through utilisation of member’s skills and collective working bees.  
 
The Club finished the financial year with cash reserves of $67,089 (2010: 
$64,649) – and with the inflow of 2011-2012 annual fee subscriptions cash has 
grown to $85,141 as at 3 December 2011. 
 
During the year the Club increased by $5 the Visitor Fee to $10. This increase 
had the consequence that a number of ‘visitors’ opted to join the Club as an 
Associate Member. 
 
The prospect of progressively replacing synthetic grass court surfaces and 
fencing in the near future has resulted in the Board taking further steps to 
enhance the Club’s cash position by increasing: 
 

 Joining and Annual Fees for all categories of membership from 1 October, 
2011; and  

 existing Permanent and Casual hourly court hire rates by $3 and $5 
respectively, to $15 and $20 with effect from 1 January, 2012. 

 
The Board is currently seeking tenders to paint the Clubhouse.  This is a periodic 
maintenance item.  Should the outcome of the tender process be advantageous, 
then painting may be contracted during 2011-2012.  
 
In 2011-2012, the Club will be exploring opportunities to seek grants from the 
NSW Government and Tennis Australia.  Should the Club applications be 
successful, then funds will be not available until 2012-2013.  
 
Finally, a ‘big thank you’ to members who: 
 

 exercised their discretion and did not seek reimbursement for Saturday 
afternoon tea purchases;  

 made a donation to the Club;  
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….. and a reminder!  Monitoring of bar takings vs money placed in the ‘Bar Tin’ is 
still showing a consistent shortage.  The bar operates on an honour system, so 
when you take a drink from the fridge, please don’t forget to promptly put the 
money into the ‘Bar Tin’. 
 
Membership 
 
At the time of completing this report, our membership numbers stand at 79, 
which is roughly where we want to be in terms of total numbers.  They comprised 
as follows: 
 

 Life - 7 
 Ordinary - 48 * 
 Associate - 24 * 

 
* Includes Leave of Absence for twelve months 

 
During the financial year and the subsequent 2011-12 to date, we have 
welcomed the following new members: 
 

 Ordinary - Hugh Barry, Matthew Ritter, Ken Solomons, Justin 
Wood 

 Associate - Niall O’Toole *, Ken Grey, Bob Leonard, Graeme 
Sticka 

 
Post 1st October, 2010 to date the following have resigned ® or have twelve 
months Leave of Absence (LOA) to 30 September 2012 approved by the 
Committee: 
 

 Ordinary - Niall O’Toole * ®, Richard Thomas ®; Philippe du 
Boisee ®, Michael Ross-Edwards (LOA, 12 month 
relocation to Perth WA), Mike Skegg (LOA, health) 

 Associate - Ian Lloyd ®, Kevin Nathaniel ®, Andre 
Stueckelberger ®, John Denham (LOA, health), Neil 
Spencer (LOA, health) 

 
* Change of membership category  

 
Past Members 
 
The Club noted the passing of our former valued members and friends, Gabe 
Keil and Ray Bersten.  
 
Membership Renewals 2011-12 
 
For 2011-12 the Committee approved increases in Joining and Annual Fees for the 
following membership categories: 
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Category Joining 

Fee 
Annual 

Fee 
Comments 

Ordinary $250 $340 Full voting rights 
Associate $125 $170 50% of Ordinary fees; no voting rights 
Junior Nil $100 Age 19 & under; or registered student at 

institution; no voting rights 
Social Nil $40 No voting rights 
 
 
Revenue Generation Team Report 
 
Death, taxes and revenue generation!  – Not necessarily so and not always in 
that order. The aim of the revenue generation team is to look at the revenue 
streams that are available to the club and develop them so as to put the club on 
the best financial footing for the future.  To that aim we are looking at a number 
of short term and longer term objectives.  
 
Shorter term objectives include a comparative review of casual and permanent 
court hiring charges. With the work done by the capital works team we believe 
we are now in a position to increase charges, the first time in many years. Prices 
in other areas have also been tweaked to make sure we are covering costs. 
 
Of far more importance are some of the longer term initiatives we are working on. 
As mentioned, Murray Hawkins has spent many hours in developing our web site 
which, in the future, will be an important conduit to the community and 
sponsorship opportunities. We are also reviewing our coaching situation with the 
aim of increasing the range of programmes available to help us qualify for Tennis 
Australia, corporate and state government grants.  This initiative is also critically 
important in helping integrate the club into the community and assist in 
developing the next generation of NTC members.  
 
 
Michael Hall 
 
 
Capital Works / Maintenance Team Report 
 
We achieved a lot this year, outside of the immediate courts upgrading, which is ongoing.   
Water had entered through the veranda slab which was causing structural damage, so we  
persuaded some of the experienced hands in the Club into addressing & solving the problem.  
This saved the Club thousands of dollars. I would like to pass on our sincere thanks to all 
 of those members. 
 
We had a Working Bee in June – what a novelty for some!  It yielded 25 members, dressed  
up & ready to go. The result was a fun day [see the July addition of the NTC Newsletter],  
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lot’s more achieved than originally planned & heaps of money saved. Couldn’t have done it 
without your finely tuned skills boys! 
 
Another ‘Bee‘ is coming up next year, although not as expansive.  Watch a space near you. 
Finally, my thanks to Tony Brown, who contributes to the ongoing upkeep of the Club, well 
beyond his official duties. 
 
Barry Shaw 
 
 
Social Team Report  
 
The Christmas function following the 2010 AGM was again a great success as I 
am sure this year’s will be.  
 
The 2011 Annual Club Dinner was attended by 37 members and guests and was 
held at Forestville RSL Club.  Thanks to Ray Holland who arranged for us to 
have Steve Healy, the President of Tennis Australia as the guest speaker at this 
function.  His insights into the world of tennis and his open and frank style in 
discussing his plans for tennis in Australia was appreciated listening by all 
attendees. 
 
The scheduling of members for Saturday and Wednesday afternoon tea duties 
continued to function smoothly and the Committee thanks members for their 
support of this important part of the Club’s social agenda.   
 
John Freak 
 
 
Mid-Week Reports 
 
Tuesday Club Report 
 
About five years ago, some regular Club members who played the Veterans Tournaments  
in Australia & overseas, required more tennis, both singles & doubles . So a group started  
up on Tuesdays, inviting other Vets from outside.  Nowadays, most of the current group are 
Full or Associate members, resulting in an increase in Club numbers and helping to  
maintain our high standard of tennis. We are still well represented at the pointy end of the  
Club Championships.  On a Tuesday in October this year, we totalled 15 players on court, 
this is about 5 more than normal, all embracing the camaraderie of our great club.  
 
Barry Shaw 
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Wednesday Afternoon Tennis 
 
Wednesday tennis over 2011 continued as a successful part of the Club’s 
programme with weekly attendance on average at eighteen persons. This year 
an increase in the participation of Saturday players was noticeable, and the visits 
by past members for a chat over afternoon tea is something that the Club 
appreciates.   
 
Two restaurant evenings were organized for Wednesday players and their 
partners over 2011.  These were very ‘bright’ functions and appear to have 
become an established fixture for players past and present  
 
John Freak 
Wednesday Court Captain 
 
Club Championships 
 
Bob Lemon took over the reins of this year’s Club Championships.  With his 
weather reports, match scheduling and unique brand of humour he led the 
Tournament Committee to run another great event.   
 
A lot of familiar names contested the latter end of the tournament, but it was 
great to see some new names as well such as Dave Winterbottom getting to the 
Open Singles Final and Justin Wood winning the Vets Singles.   
 
We had an initial post-mortem of the event, which highlighted that most aspects 
of the event should stay as they are, but there are one or two things that we 
could do to make it even better.  They will be discussed in the coming months 
and implemented as appropriate.    
   
Congratulations to all of the winners, runners up and participants, and thanks 
once again to Bob and the Tournament Committee for putting on a great show. 
 
Our Champions and Runners Up’s for 2011 were: 
 

Event Winner Runner Up 
Open Singles
  

John Bruce David Winterbottom 

Open Doubles J. Bruce / M. Hall G. Waygood / C. Wilkinson 
Veterans Singles Justin Wood  Bryan Stephenson 
Veterans Doubles P. Gavan / C. Wilkinson J. Richardson / E. Swarbrick   
Grandmaster 
Singles 

Ian Fisher Eric Swarbrick 

Handicap Singles Peter English  Craig Dolman  
Handicap Doubles B. Lemon / P. English M. Hawkins / C. Wilkinson 
The Bruce Reid trophy for the most improved player will be awarded at the AGM. 
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Conclusion 
 
All aspects of the Club are in good shape.  The tennis has been fabulous and we 
have achieved a lot, whilst maintaining the unique atmosphere and traditions of 
the Club.  We are also financially sound, which bodes well for the future.   
 
I thank my fellow committee members for the tremendous job they have done 
this year.  All of the committee members, including myself, are offering 
themselves for re-election.  However, if additional members would like to be 
considered, your nominations will be gratefully received.  Please let us have 
those nominations, if possible, prior to the AGM.  
 
Following the AGM we will, of course, be providing the usual culinary delights 
and liquid refreshments at part of the NTC Christmas Party. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our members the 
very best, to you and your families, for the coming festive season.  Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
My best regards.   
 
 

 
 
 
Clive Wilkinson  
NTC President 
 
December 2011  
 
 


